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FADE | N:
JERUSALEM CI RCA 600 B.C. - DAY

The great walled city -- holy place to three world
religions -- can only be seen in background, however. Wat
real ly catches our eyes are the be-sandl ed and runni ng feet
of FOUR MEN.

The Four Men are LAVMAN, LEMUEL, NEPH, and SAM sons of Lehi
as nentioned in the Book of Mdrnmon. (Nephi is the same
actor who later portrays Ron Lafferty; his younger brother
Samw || later also portray Dan Lafferty.)

But for now, Nephi and his brothers are hell-bent for
| eat her through the city of Jerusal em

FROM A W NDOW I N A NEARBY PALACE
LABAN, the owner of the house they are just now exiting,
bellows to his guards. (LABAN is portrayed by the actor who
will later portray Bishop Lowe.)
LABAN

GQuards! Get those nmen! Don’t

| et them get away!
THE FOUR BROTHERS

with dust fromthe streets rising up in clouds around them
dash t hrough narrow passageways ..

speed past various vendors ...
| eap over reclining beggars.
They are foll owed by:
LABAN S GUARDS

power ful nmen decked out with all nmanner of weapons and ar nor
known at that tine.

They are close on the heels of the running brothers, just a
few seconds behi nd the narrow passageways, the street
vendors, and the reclining beggars.

THE BROTHERS

turn a corner, |ose thenselves in the mdst of a gaggle of
merchants comng in one of the gates of the city.
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LABAN S GUARDS

come to a conplete stop upon seeing the nerchants. They
| augh, then turn and wal k back into the city.

QUTSI DE THE CI TY WALLS

The Brothers break free of the crowd of nerchants and
continue to run well beyond.

Suddenly, Laman, the el dest brother, tackles Nephi to the
ground and begins to pumrel him shouting at him

LAMAN
You idiot! Look what you’ ve
done! Now we’ve | ost everything!

SAM
As | recall, Laban, you agreed to
cone al ong.

LEMUEL

You tricked usl!

Lenuel takes his wal king stick and starts beating on Nephi
and Sam soon joi ned by Laman.

A light from above plays down on them

Laman and Lemnuel stop beating their brothers and | ook up
into the sky, their faces in absol ute awe.

I NT. LAFFERTY HOUSE/ FAM LY ROOM - NI GHT

WATSON LAFFERTY, 30's, sits in a big easy chair, facing the
Lafferty Children (only four at this tinme), who are seated
on a sofa or kneeling on the floor.

Mot her CLAUDI NE, 30’s, sits next to her husband with the
youngest child on her |ap.

It is Fam |y Hone Evening, the Mirnon practice of gathering
the fam |y together every Mnday N ght and readi ng scriptures.

Wat son reads fromthe Book of Mrnon, | Nephi 3:29.

WATSON
"And it cane to pass as they
WAt son snote us with a rod,
behol d, an angel of the Lord cane
and stood before them and he
spake unto them saying ... "
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Young Ron Lafferty, the eldest son at 12, has been hangi ng
on his father’s every word. Wtson has noticed this and
hands t he Book of Mrnon to Ron.

WATSON
(conti nui ng)
Ron, why don’t you read the rest
of this?

Young Ron’s reaction: he's just been given the key to the
vault containing the Crown Jewels of Engl and.

Reverently, he takes the book fromhis father and reads al oud.

YOUNG RON
"Why do ye snmite your younger
brother with a rod? Know ye not
that the Lord hath chosen himto
be a ruler over you, and this
because of your iniquities?"

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. LAFFERTY HOMVE - PAYSON - DAY
BEG N CREDI T CRAW

The front door opens and the Lafferty Fam |y conmes rushing
out, |ead by Watson, the SONS, the DAUGHTERS, and finally by
G audi ne, who cl oses the door.

WATSON
Come on, cone on. We don’t wanna
be | ate for Church.

He | eads his brood down the sidewal k, C audine hurrying to
catch up.

I NT. PAYSON CHURCH - FOYER

Strains of ORGAN MUSIC waft in fromthe chapel as sone
famlies and coupl es enter the doubl e doors.

The Laffertys can be seen through the gl ass doors
approaching the foyer. They enter, Watson very stern, the
children very quietly.

| NT. LAFFERTY HOVE / DI NI NG ROOM
Wth the famly seated at the table, Caudine brings a dish

to the table. Watson grabs the bow before she can let go
and piles his plate with its contents.
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CLAUDI NE
(to the children)
Look how he eats first. He
al ways mekes sure he gets his.

Wat son gives her a glare, and takes an extra hel pi ng.
| NT. LAFFERTY HOVE / MASTER BEDROOM - NI GHT

Wat son and C audine are in bed. Watson wakes up, reaches
over and starts caressing his wife. She ignores him which
urges himon all the nore.

He snuggles close to her, then noves on top of her. Barely
awake, she consents to his clunmsy groupings.

EXT. NEI GBOR S HOVE / BACKYARD - DAY

A backyard barbecue is in progress. Along with the Laffety
famly are several FRIENDS and NEI GHBORS.

Wat son Lafferty sits at a table in a spirited di scussion
with THREE or FOUR NEI GHBORS.

WATSON
Do you think it’s right for the
governent to force us to pay taxes?

NEI GHBOR ONE
It is the | aw, Watson.

WATSON
Doesn’t mean it’s right.

NEI GHBOR TWD
Now just a mnute --

WATSON
You just a mnute --

I NT. LAFFERTY HOMVE - NI GHT

The front door is opened to reveal COLLEEN S PROM DATE in a
goofy 70’s tux and hol ding a corsage.

Cl audi ne grabs the boy by the armand brings himin, as
excited as if it she who is going on the date.

CLAUDI NE
Way, don’t you | ook handsone?
Col l een’ s al nost ready. You just
wait right --

He | ooks over her shoul der in awe.
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Cl audi ne turns to see her daugher com ng down the stairs,
foll owed by her sister Kathleen. It is obvious that nother,
sister, and Coll een have spent a lot of tinme fixing up this
t eenage beauty.

The rest of the famly stands around, admiring their sister,
or teasing the new date.

Wat son cones into the room grabs the date by his shoul ders,
and ushers himout the door.

He turns to face an astonished famly, and a di straught
Col | een.

WATSON

You' re not going out with him
CLAUDI NE

Why not ?
WATSON

The Spirit --

Cl audi ne i s suddenly vicious.

CLAUDI NE
The Spirit! You wouldn’t know
the --

WATSON

-- warned ne about that young nan
and his intentions.

Col l een bursts into tears, turns and runs back up the stairs.
Wat son bounds up the stairs after her.

WATSON
(conti nui ng)
Just a mnute, Young Lady! Don’t
you just turn and wal k out on the
Patriarch of this famly!

Claudine is in tears herself and reaches out for support
from her boys.

Ron and Dan, who take her into their arns, consoling her.
CLAUDI NE
You boys are truly ny support in
ny hour of need.

She yells this next, for Watson to here up the stairs.
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CLAUDI NE
(conti nui ng)
Don’t be |ike your father, boys.
Don’t you ever forget that you
have a great mission on this
Earth. And I’'Il be there, right
behi nd you, the whol e way!

END CREDI TS
FADE OUT.
FADE | N:
ALLEN AND BRENDA LAFFERTY' S DUPLEX
is a typical Uah-county duplex: two doors at the center of
t he house, a carport on each end. There's a car in the

carport on the left.

In the driveway of that sane carport is parked a 1974 green
I mpal a station wagon, its engine off.

CHI P CARNS and RI CKY KNAPP sit in the back seat.

SUPER: AMERI CAN FORK, UTAH. JULY 24, 1984. 1:30 P.M

The back door on the driver’s side of the Inpala opens and
Knapp gets out, clinbs into the front seat. The car ENG NE
starts.

Knapp backs out of the driveway, begins to drive away,
passes in front of the Lafferty Dupl ex.

From behi nd the house cone RON and DAN LAFFERTY. Their hair
and beards are long. They wear jeans, shirts, and work boots.

Their arns are wet and shiny in the sun, as if they had just
washed them Their clothes and boots are covered with dark
st ai ns.

They wal k calmMy toward the car at the curb.

Ron junps into the driver’s side as Knapp scoots over. Dan
gets in the back seat next to Carnes.

The I npala drives off.

Li ght changes to show ti ne passing.

SUPER: 7:20 P. M

ALLEN LAFFERTY' s car pulls into the driveway and stops.

Al'l en gets out and goes into the front door. Fromi nside
the house a TV blares out the SOUNDS of basebal |
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| NT. ALLEN AND BRENDA LAFFERTY' S DUPLEX

The SOUND of the baseball gane is even |ouder as Allen steps
into the house. He shuts the door behind him then stops,
frozen in his tracks.

On the wall by the door is a thick snear of bl ood.

He calmy shuts the door, and goes down the short hall into:
THE KI TCHEN

where he sees Brenda s body, lying on her left side in the
m ddl e of the floor, a coagul ated pool of blood surroundi ng
her .

Al'l en reaches down, touches her, retracts his hand when he
finds her body cold, stands, |ooks al nost dispassionately at
her dead body, then turns and | eaves the kitchen.

ERI CA' S BEDROOM

Through the bars of her crib, we see Allen walking calmy in
fromthe hall to stop nonentarily in the threshol d.

Slowly, he enters the room comng closer to the crib.

We see just enough of the crib to tell that there is a poo
of blood in the crib.

ERICA'S CRIB

Al'l en approaches the crib. Baby Erica is jamred agai nst the
corner of the crib, Iike her nother, in a pool of dried bl ood.
Her baby bottle, still full, lies near her head.

SOUNDS of the baseball gane becone | ouder and | ouder.
DI SSOLVE TO
LAFFERTY DUPLEX/ HALLWAY

SOUNDS from previous scene dissolve into POLI CE SOUNDS
police radi os, people talking, pictures being snapped, cars
driving away, sinultaneous wth:

CHI EF RANDY JOHNSON passes through the crine scene. The
FORENSI CS Guy is dusting the inside of the doorknob to the
front door for prints. Looks up as Chief passes.

FORENSI CS
(nods)
Chi ef .
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Johnson stops, takes in the living room

Bl ood snears on the wall just inside the door, the shape of
a hand prom nent.

The curtains in the front roomare torn half off. Furniture
i's over-turned.

A POLI CE PHOTOGRAPHER t akes pictures am d FLASHES of |ight
from his canera.

The hall cl oset door is open, vacuum cleaner (mnus its
cord) pulled out into hallway.

A UNI FORMED COP passes by Chief but Johnson grabs himon the
arm

CHI EF JOHNSON
Is it really as bad as they told
me?

UNI FORVED COP
Dunno what they told you. Did
t hey use the word "carnage?”
I N THE LAFFERTY DUPLEX / KI TCHEN

Brenda Lafferty lies face down on the floor, dead. The
CORONER cr ouches above her, exam ning the body.

Johnson enters, stands | ooking down.

CH EF JOHNSON
Lemre have it.

Coroner stands, wal ks up to Johnson, points back down at body.

CORONER
Victimis Brenda Wight Lafferty,
Badly beaten -- those’ re her

handprints in the living room--
knocked unconsci ous, snothered
with a pillow, then strangled

with a cord fromthe vacuum

cl eaner. Dragged into the

kitchen, throat slit. Probably
whi | e hol di ng her hair from behind.

CH EF JOHNSON
Didn’t wanna stain the rug.

Pol i ce Phot ographer enters, takes aimat body.
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CORONER
Weapon was probably a |arge
hunting knife. Not here.
(beat)
And behi nd door nunmber two ...

On the word "two" there is a CLICKI and a FLASH fromthe
phot ogr apher.

I N THE LAFFERTY DUPLEX / BABY' S BEDROOM

Johnson | ooks down into the baby’s crib, the Coroner
standi ng beside him Traces of blood can be seen, but,
t hankful |y, not the baby’s body.

The normal | y avuncul ar Coroner has a bit of trouble with
thi s next anal ysis.

CORONER
Baby Erica. 15 nonths. Throat
also slit.

CH EF JOHNSON
Who found the bodi es?

CORONER
The husband. Uniformtook him
down to the station

Johnson | ooks back down at Baby Eri ca.

CH EF JOHNSON
How coul d anybody do that to a
littl e baby?

CUT TO
I NT. CALDWELL HOME - EM LY’ S BEDROOM

Another little baby, EMLY CALDWELL, is sound asleep in her
crib. The hand stroking her back belongs to

DETECTI VE GARY CALDVELL, who gently rel eases his hand, and
slowy backs out of the room He gets as far as the door
when the door creaks as he opens it.

Instantly, Emly is awake and | eaping to her feet, her hands
against the rails of her crib.

Cal dwel | rushes back to her side, |ays her down again, puts
the bottle in her nouth, strokes her back, and coos at her.
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I NT. CALDWELL HOME / KI TCHEN

CAROL CALDWELL is rinsing the dishes and putting themin the
di sh washer when Gary tip toes in.

CALDWELL
Finally.

CAROL
You’ ve got the touch, that’s for
sure.

Cal dwel | hel ps Carol |oad the di shwasher.

CALDWELL
She had trouble getting to sleep
bef ore?

CAROL
She may have colic. [’'Il take

her in to the doctor tonorrow

CALDVELL
Coul d have been the excitenent,
too. The Pioneer Parade ...

CARCL
Yeah, you're right. W’ Il know
for sure, tonorrow.

She puts the last dish in, turns on the di shwasher.

Cal dwel | gives her a hug.

CALDWELL
You, on the other hand, |ook Iike
you could fall asleep right away.

CARCL
I"'ma little tired.

CALDWELL
Wiile you re at the doctor
tonorrow, why don’t you check
your iron |evels.

CAROL
| don’t have enem a agai n.

The wal | phone rings.

Cal dwel | goes for it.
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CALDVELL
You never know.
(into phone)
Hel | 0?

THE AMERI CAN FORK POLI CE STATION / | NTERVI EW ROOM - LATER
Allen Lafferty sits at a long table. Detective Cal dwel
sits across fromhim Standing near the door and watching
the interviewis a YOUNG DETECTI VE.

A mrror covers the wall behind the Iong table. Judging
fromthe dishevel ed appearance of all in the room they ve
been at this a long tine.

SUPER: AMERI CAN FORK PCLI CE STATION. 9 P. M

ALLEN
I’ m sel f-enpl oyed. | don’t have
benefits.

CALDWELL

kay, that’s why you were worKking
on a holiday. Wy did you cone
honme so | ate?

ALLEN
We had to finish the tile job
bef ore we got paid.

CALDWELL
(deep breath)
Al'len, Forensics tells me Brenda
and your daughter were killed
around one thirty. Wy did you
call just m nutes before?

ALLEN
(beat)
W’ d been having sone problens --
Brenda and I. | was trying to

pay nore attention to her.

CALDWELL
(checks notes)
After you found your w fe and
baby murdered, you went next door
to your neighbor’s, Jean Bail ey.

ALLEN
My phone |ine was cut.

CALDWELL
She wonders why you didn’'t seem
at all surprised.
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| NT. JEAN BAI LEY’ S HOUSE / KI TCHEN
BEG N FLASHBACK
Allen sits at the table, |l eaning forward on his el bows, his

expression vacant. Jean stands behind him near the phone
on the wall.

ALLEN
|”ve had dreans, terribl e,
horri bl e dreans. | " ve been

prepared for this.
END FLASHBACK
THE POLI CE STATI ON

CALDWELL
What did you nean by that?

ALLEN
(beat)
| think nmy brothers Ron and Dan
may have killed ny wife and baby.

CALDWELL

(onto sonet hi ng)
Uh- huh. And where are your
brot hers now, do you know?

ALLEN
| haven’'t seen themfor awhile.
Somewhere in Uah County, | guess.

Cal dwel |l nods to the Young Detective. The order is clear:
"Find his brothers.” The Young Detective exits.

CALDWELL
Way do you think your brothers
killed your wife and daughter?

ALLEN

Vell, they ... they kind of fancy
t hensel ves prophets. You know,

| i ke Joseph Smth? Anyway, a few
nont hs ago, Ron -- ny ol dest
brother -- Ron received this ..

a sort of revelation where God
told himto kill Brenda and Eri ca.

Caldwel|l tries to not let this affect him but it obviously
does. He takes a deep breath.
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CALDWELL
And how did you feel

13.

when you

first learned of this ...

"revel ati on?"

ALLEN
Shocked.

CALDWELL
Did you do anything
Did you say anyt hing

INT. RON S TRUCK - DAY
BEG N FLASHBACK

Ron, with Iong hair and a beard,
Al'len in the passenger’s seat.

RON
She doesn’t obey you
need to get Brenda t
t he concubi nes of ol
t hei r husbands.

ALLEN
Brenda is ny wife an
any plans for her, h
themto ne.

about it?
to Ron?

sits in the driver’s seat,

, Allen. You
o obey, like
d obeyed

d if God has
e'll revea

RON

Allen, this is the word of God --
ALLEN

W t hout confirnmation

Lord, 1’1l oppose th

and defend ny famly
RON

fromthe
e revel ation
with ny life.

People aren’t safe anynore trying

to mess ny life up
is to be done, it'll
throats slit.

END FLASHBACK

I NT. AF PCLI CE STATI ON

I f killing
be with

Cal dwel | gets up fromchair, paces around the room rubs his
| oner back. He ends up |eaning against the wall where the
one-way mrror is. Folding his arns, he |ooks at Allen.
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CALDWELL
You know, | have a daughter the
sane age as Erica. | know how
you nust feel with her dead. Can
you ... do you have any idea what
coul d have | ed your brothers to
do this kind of thing?

Allen falls silent.

CALDWELL
(continui ng; beat)
‘S all right, Allen. Just take
your timne.

The strains of a Mornmon hymm, "The Spirit of God" (as sung
by a congregation) are heard, continuing under:

PAYSON LDS MEETI NG HOUSE

BEG N FLASHBACK

SUPER: PAYSQN, UTAH.

| NSI DE THE MEETI NG HOUSE

The Lafferty Famly takes up an entire pew. At first

gl ance, they appear to be the world s nost religious famly,
but there are subtle signs that things are not as they seem
A very stern Watson stares at the hymn book he holds in his
| ap, never |ooking up at the chorister, nor at anyone el se
for that matter

Cl audine sits to Watson’s side but at a slight distance; she
is sitting nmuch closer to her eldest son,

RON, 19, who wears the uniformof the Arny Reserves. She
hol ds his hand and shares the hym book with him C audi ne
| ooks at Ron and smiles proudly, as he reciprocates.

DAN, 12, but large for his age, is next in the pew. He
| eans over to |look at the hymm book that Ron and C audi ne
are holding, trying to be part of this group.

Finally, there are MARK, COLLEEN, KATHLEEN, TIM WATSON JR ,
and ALLEN

The hym fi ni shes.
AT THE PODI UM - M NUTES LATER

The BI SHOP, just now opening a three-ring binder and pl aci ng
it on the slanted | ectern before him
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Bl SHOP
Thank you, Brother Hastings, for
that fine prayer. By way of
announcenent, the Watson Lafferty
famly has sonme good news. Their
son Ron has received his m ssion
call to Florida. W’'d like to
extend congratul ations to the
famly, and especially to Ron.
|’ ve known Ron Lafferty for nany
years -- ever since he was a
young deacon -- and | can’t think
of a nore prepared m ssionary ...

I N THE CONGREGATI ON
Ron tries his best to | ook hunble as the Bi shop ranbles on.
Bl SHOP' S VA CE

... amssionary nore in touch
with the spirit, than Ron

Lafferty. Ron, | sure hope the
Arny Reserves will give you the
time off!

(polite laughter from

t he congregati on)
Al so, brothers and sisters, don’t
forget the ward soci al

Cl audi ne | ooks admiringly at her el dest son.
| NSI DE LAFFERTY HOUSE PAYSON / KI TCHEN - SAME DAY

In the kitchen, C audine and the Lafferty Daughters are busy
fixing dinner. Caudine is politely ordering the girls
ar ound.

Al'l of which is underscored by the spirited conversation of
the Lafferty Boys in the next room

IN THE FAM LY ROOM

the Lafferty Boys are sitting around tal ki ng about the
neetings they’ ve attended and the ones yet to cone.

One of Ron’s younger brothers wears Ron’s Arny Reserves
coat, another wears Ron’s hat.

DAN
Who’' s speaking in Sacranent
Meeting this afternoon?

MARK
| think it’s Brother Johannsen --
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Mar k doesn’t get past the syllable "Jo -- before his

brothers break up in derisive |aughter.

RON
Not that old geezer

Ron attenpts an imtation of the "old geezer,"” affecting an
old man’s voice in a very theatrical Swedi sh accent and
screwing up his face |ike M. Magoo.

RON
(continuing; in old
man’ s voi ce)
Brudders and Sisters, | yust
vanna say dat | know da CGospel’s
true and dat ny val se teeth vil
probably outlive nme, by yimny!

The ot her brothers | augh any nore uproariously.

DAN
That settles it! He's so dam
boring. | ain’t going to Sacranent.
RON

Let’s all not go.
AT THE TOP OF THE STAI RS

Wat son stands in his suit pants, bare on the top except for
his tenple garnents. He holds a back brace in his hands.
He bell ows down to O audi ne.

WATSON
Cl audi ne!

I N THE KI TCHEN

and upon hearing the first "Claudine,” the Lafferty
Daughters | ook up at their nother w th apprehension.

Cl audi ne puts down her cooking utensils and hurries out of
t he kit chen.

IN THE MASTER BEDROOM

Wat son stands with his back to the door, his brace al ready
on. Claudine has done this before: without a word she goes
to Watson and starts cinching up the thing.

CLAUDI NE
How s your hernia?
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WATSON
(sarcastic)
It’s in great shape, C audine.
That’s why | have to wear this
dammed harness. Pull that

tighter. 1 don’t want nmy guts to
fall out.

CLAUDI NE
What about -- ?

WATSON

(they’ve had this
conversation before)
Shut up about the doctor! | told
you |’m not going to any damm
doct or.

CLAUDI NE
But surgery -- |

VWATSON
-- is just the AMA's way of
steal i ng noney from good,
har dwor ki ng Aneri cans. Fini shed
yet ?

Cl audi ne cinches up the last buckle on the girdle extra
tight, causing a yelp of pain from Watson.

IN THE FAM LY ROOM - SHORTLY AFTER

Cl audi ne conmes down the stairs, stops, |ooks at "her" boys.
She gets teary-eyed.

Ron goes to her, takes her in his arnmns.

RON
What’' s the matter, Mnf
(1 ooks angrily back up
the stairs)
Did he -- ?

CLAUDI NE
No. | was just |looking at all
you boys sitting there in your
shirts and ties, talking about
the Gospel. The thought came to
nme: | bet they were part of a
royal famly in the pre-existence.

Ron hugs hi s nother.

AT THE TOP OF STAIRS
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Wat son cones out of the bedroom door, buttoning up his shirt.
He over hears:

CLAUDI NE' S VA CE
Ron, | want you to give the
bl essi ng over dinner tonight.

IN THE FAM LY ROOM - LATER

Cl audine and the Grls nove toward the door to go to
Sacr anent neeti ng.

Wat son and his sons are ensconced in the famly room
oblivious to the wonen, engaged in a lively discussion about
politics.

Books and panphl ets spread out before them on the coffee
t abl e.

Cl audi ne pauses at the door to watch them

WATSON
That’ s exactly what |’ m sayi ng!
The whol e governnment is being run
by the Illumnati --

DAN
Jews, all of ’'enl

WATSON
And they’ re controlling the AVA
and all the unions --

Cl audine turns to the door, opens it, and goes out with her
girls as the nmen continue their discussion ..

I N PAYSON CANYON, LATER THAT NI GHT

There is one helluva party happenin’. Teenagers, booze, and
cars are everywhere. Misic blares fromvarious car radios.
Fl ames froma roaring canp fire cast |ong shadows all about.

The soon-to-be-m ssionary Ron Lafferty is one of the nost
voci ferous of the teenagers. He's |laughing. He’s drinking.
He’ s grabbing girls and kissing them

Little brother Dan sits nearby, enjoying a beer and watching
his ol der brother in awe.

A DRUNK TEENAGER, carrying his own can of beer, cones up to
Dan.

DRUNK TEENAGER
Hey, Danny, what’re you doing
her e?
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O her Teenagers nearby | ook up, frightened and hurriedly
nove away. The Drunk Teenager seens undaunted, either
because he’'s too drunk or he’s too stupid.

DRUNK TEENAGER
(conti nui ng)
Ain't it past your bed-timnme?

Drunk Teenager takes a swig on his can and sucks not hi ng but
air. He crushes the can and, tossing it aside, takes Dan’s
beer.

DRUNK TEENAGER
(conti nui ng)
G me that! You' re too young to
be drinking that --

SECOND DRUNK TEENAGER grabs the Drunk Teenager by the arm

SECOND DRUNK TEENAGER
Johnny, |eave himalone. Let him
have hi s beer back.

Drunk Teenager yanks free from his conpanion’s grasp.

DRUNK TEENACER
Li ke hell 1T will!

RON (O S.)
That’s right! Like hell you will!

Ron faces off the Drunk Teenager.

Yes, Ron is also drunk, his eyes are a little bl oodshot, and
he teeters a bit as he assunes a "tough" stance.

The Drunk Teenager gets real sorry all of a sudden.

DRUNK TEENAGER
(suddenly obsequi ous)
Ronnie. Pal. Buddy. Didn't
mean anything by it. Just
teasing your little brother.

RON
He doesn't |ike to be teased.
And he especially doesn't like it
when sonmeone steals his drink

A TH RD TEENAGER
Ron, don’t start anything.

RON
(i gnores)
G ve Dan back his beer, John.
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John | ooks about at his conpanions and realizes the serious
| ack of face he will undergo is he gives in to Ron.

Fool i shly, he straightens and tries to start down Ron.

DRUNK TEENACER
No.

SECOND DRUNK TEENAGER
Johnny, give ‘imback his drink.
You don’t want to nmake Ron nad,
do you? Ron, he doesn’'t nean it.
He’ s drunk.

RON
I’ m gonna ask you a second tine.
G ve Dan’s drink back to him

DRUNK TEENAGER
Fuck you.

That’s all it takes.

Ron Lafferty turns into an aninmal, or rather a pack of
ani mal s:

A gazelle, as he |eaps at the Drunk Teenager.
A bear, as he knocks the boy to the ground.

A savage lion, as he junps on top the boy and begins
pounding himin the chest, the face, the sides of the head,
oblivious to the CRIES of all around himto stop.

LAFFERTY HOUSE PAYSON PORCH AND ENTRYWAY - NEAR M DNI GHT

A car drives up, stops. The doors open am d blaring rock
‘n” roll nusic and Ron and Dan get out. The car drives off
as they stunble toward the front door

. where they are net by a distraught d audi ne opening the
front door. She runs into Ron’s arns.

CLAUDI NE
Ronnie, it was horrible --

RON
What’s the matter? What’s wong --

CLAUDI NE
Mark ...
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21.

DAN

(al ar ned)

Somet hi ng’ s
What is it?

happened to Mark?

RON

(ditto)
What happened, Mon? Cal m down

and tell us

what’ s wr ong.

Suddenly, Watson is standing in the doorway.

WATSON

Not hing’s wong! Were’ ve you

boys been?

He's ..

Dad, what’s

Not hi ng abo

He’' s bei ng
Wth a Hercul ean effort,

He' s been s

What ?

CLAUDI NE

RON

she sayi ng about Mark?
WATSON

ut Mark. He's fine.
puni shed that’s all.

Claudine finally blurts it out.

CLAUDI NE
hot !

DAN

RON

Shot? Wha -- ? Wi -- ?

WATSON

(to d audine)

Shut up, yo

Ron turns to his father,
face close into Watson’s

u re upsetting the boys!

grabs himby the |apels, shoves his

RON

Way don’t you tell us, then, old

man, how it

Cl audi ne throws herself

Ron, don't

really isl!
in between Ron and Wat son.

CLAUDI NE
!
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RON
You didn’t hit her, did you? |If
you hurt her, | swear --

WATSON
What? | can still take you!

CLAUDI NE
Dan, stop them \Watson, Ron
cone inside, okay?

Dan tries to pull them apart, but is pushed away by his
ol der brot her.

RON
Mar k'’ s been shot? You shoot hinf
Who shot hi nf?

Wat son, struggling, manages to push Ron away from him

WATSON
He shot hinself. Wth an arrow.

| NT. LAFFERTY PAYSON HOVE / BASEMENT BEDROOM

Mark, npbaning in pain, lies in a bed, part of an arrow stil
sticking out of his stonmach. One of his sisters sits
appl yi ng cold conpresses to his head.

The door bursts open and Ron and Dan cone running in. Ron
tries to renove the shaft, but Watson, a step behi nd Ron
t hrough t he door, knocks hi m asi de.

WATSON
Don’t touch him He'll stay |ike
that til norning. It’Il teach

hima | esson for shooting arrows
on the Sabbat h day.

Ron the animal is tanmed by the superior insanity of his
father. Like a whipped dog, he backs away. Watson has won
this round.

LAFFERTY HOUSE PAYSON / RON S BEDROOM - THAT NI GHT

Ron |ies on his back, |ooking at the ceiling. Mark can be
heard MOANI NG i n another room Not even the Shadow knows
what evil lurks in the mnd of this man, Ron Lafferty.
LAFFERTY HOUSE PAYSON / BACKYARD - EVEN LATER THAT NI GHT

Wat son and C audi ne are arguing inside the house. There
words cone fast and furious and overl appni ng.
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CLAUDINE (O S.)
He could die, you know that?

WATSON (O S.)
He ain’t gonna die! He s gonna
| earn a | esson.

The famly dog starts to BARK, off.

CLAUDINE (O S.)
What ki nda | esson? That his
father’'s a fanatic?

WATSON
DON T CALL ME A FANATI C

The back door swi ngs open and Watson storns out in a
bat hr obe, sl anm ng the door behind him

He paces angrily, breathing heavily, then feels a spasmin
hi s back, which brings himforward, his hands on his knees.

WATSON
(continuing; under his breath)
Goddamm!  Son of a bitch

The dog is still barking, off.
WATSON
(conti nui ng)
Shut the fuck up, you mangy nutt!
O course, this starts the dog on a new barki ng binge.
WATSON
(conti nui ng)
Pi ece of shit dog!
The bar ki ng conti nues.

Wat son | ooks around, finds a baseball lying in the yard,
pi cks it up, wal ks of f-scene.

Bar ki ng continues for a bit, then we HEAR the basebal | bat
agai nst animal flesh. The bark turns into a WH MPER

anot her WHUMP agai nst the dog.

Anot her WHI MPER, weaker this tine.

| NSI DE LAFFERTY HOUSE PAYSON / BASEMENT BEDROOM

23.

The youngest Lafferty children wake up at hearing the noi se,

| ook out the w ndow and wat ch Dad beating the dog.
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We hear the dog whinpering and Watson swearing at it. The
ki ds’ expressions seem nore or fascination and not disgust.

Finally, there are no nore whinpers, though the SOUND of the
basebal | bat conti nues.

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. SALT LAKE Al RPORT - ARRI VAL GATE
SUPER: TWO YEARS LATER
Just in front of a row of chairs, the Lafferty Children
stand hol ding a | ong pi ece of butcher paper with the words:
"WELCOVE BACK, RON'" witten on it in nagic marker.

Cl audi ne excitedly scans the | NCOM NG PASSENGERS, whil e
Wat son filns the whole thing on his Super-8 novie canera.

CLAUDI NE
He’s comng! | see himcon ng!

And there he is, Elder Ron Lafferty, clean-cut, wearing his
m ssi onary badge, hone fromhis mssion. He carries sone
carry-on | uggage.

Ron sees Cl audine and runs to enbrace her. He admres the
sign the children are hol ding and enbraces each of them

After pulling away from enbraci ng Dan:

RON

Look at you. You ve grown so much
DAN

| bet I can still take you.
RON

W' || see about that after they
rel ease me.

Ron goes to his father, who passes the canmera to C audi ne,
and hugs the ol d man.

Cl audi ne sees a beautiful blond, blue-eyed DI ANA, 18,
standi ng nearby, carrying a purse, and smles warnly at her.

CLAUDI NE
Is this the one?

RON
This is D ana.

Wth a great sob of joy, O audine throws herself into
Di ana’ s arns.
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CLAUDI NE
Ron’s told us so nmuch about you

DI ANA
l’mso glad to finally nmeet you
Ron says you’'re the nost
wonderful famly in the world.

Wat son grabs Di ana by the arns, having foisted the canera
off on one of the children.

WATSON
Cl audi ne, don’t go keeping that
girl all to yourself.
(holds his arnms out w de)
Come here, Honey, give your
future father-in-law a hug.

The hug, obviously enjoyed by Watson, is just a bit too
intimte and unconfortable for D ana, who neverthel ess
succeeds admirably in hiding her disconfort.

Cl audine links her armwith D ana s and nmakes for the
baggage claim I|eaving the rest of her famly, including
Di ana’ s prospective husband, to fend for thensel ves.

Di ana keeps | ooki ng back at Ron as if asking for help, but
he’s too involved in jawing with Dan.

CLAUDI NE
|’ ve got everything all planned
out for the wedding. | just know
you' Il like the <colors. And the
decorations -- | have a
girlfriend who does this kind of
stuff all the time ...

I NSI DE THE LAFFERTY TRUCK

Dan drives, Ron sits next to him then Diana -- driving hone
fromthe airport. Ron and Dan are tal king ani matedly.

Di ana couldn’t | ook nore unconfortable and cranped if she
wer e naked and crammed into a gl ass shoebox.

DAN
So, anyway --

A car speeds by -- a station wagon filled with the rest of
the Lafferty famly -- and honks its horn.

Ron waves, inadvertently slanm ng Diana's head into the back
of the truck
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RON
Sorry, Honey.

Dan waves at the passing Lafferty-nobile. He is not anused.

DAN
Why does he al ways have to | ead
the way? | know how to get hone

fromthe damed air--

He doesn’t say " -- port" because of the elbowto the ribs
that Ron has just given him

Dan | ooks up, Ron gestures to Diana and gives a stern
O der Brot her | ook to Dan.

DAN
(continuing; to D ana)
Sorry.

DI ANA
(sincere)
That’s all ri --

RON
(cuts her off)
You know, Dan, you should really
try to clean up your |anguage.
wn’'t be too nmuch | onger and

you' || be going on a mission too.
DAN
(he’s heard this all before)
Yeah. Yeah.
RON

| " mserious. The kinds of words
you say reflect the nature of
your spirit.

This last bit of holier-than-thou advice is just too much
for Dan, so he | aughs.

Ron gives his brother a good-natured fist to the shoul der
and | ooks out the wi ndow.

RON
(conti nui ng)
It’s good to be back. | really

m ssed this valley.

DI ANA
Ron?
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Dead sil ence.

RON
Yeah, Honey?

DI ANA
Il ... I"’mreal happy we’'re going
to be getting married and al

RON
So am .

DI ANA
And |’ mglad your nother is so
excited about wanting to help --

RON
It’s good to see her happy for a
change.

DI ANA
But ... uh ...

RON
What is it?

DI ANA
But | sort of had ny own plans
for the weddi ng.

Gone is the spirit of good-natured bantering.

RON
(col d)
What are you sayi ng?
DI ANA
Wl l, she’s nmade all these plans

and she didn’'t even talk to ne --

RON
Why shoul d she need to?

DI ANA
It is ny wedding, after all --

RON
No, it’s our wedding. Besides,
you shoul dn’t be worrying about
these things. Let her do all that.

DI ANA
| just wanted --
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RON
What you or | may want has
nothing to do with it. Wen Mm
makes up her mind, that’s al
there is to it.

DAN
Even Dad knows t hat!

Ron and Dan | augh at the inside joke.

Wiile the brothers laugh, D ana sits cramed agai nst the
wi ndow, | ooking out at, but not seeing the passing |andscape.

PAYSON WARD CULTURAL HALL - NI GHT

Typi cal trappings of a Mornon weddi ng reception: streaners
hangi ng fromthe ceiling, the basketball hoop; flowers here
and there.

In a circle around the edge of the roomare round table tops
on top of square netal tables covered with cloth table
covers and tacky centerpi eces.

The center area is table-less, reserved for dancing.

The roomis full. People at the tables are eating and
dri nking typical reception food: mniscule cups filled with
nuts and plastic cups of red punch.

THE VEDDI NG LI NE stretches al ong one wall of the hall: Bride
and Goomin the center, nothers and fathers, bridesnaids,
groomi s attendants in their appropriate places.

Those who aren’t already eating are nmaking their way down
the line, engaging in small tal k, shaking hands, huggi ng and
ki ssi ng.

IN THE WARD CULTURAL HALL - LATER

The wedding |ine has now died out. All eyes are on the TWO
COUPLES dancing in the mddle of the floor: Ron and his
not her and Watson and D ana.

RON AND CLAUDI NE

whirl across the floor. d audine couldn’t show nore pride
for her son if she tried. She tears up as she | ooks up at
hi m

CLAUDI NE
I’ m so proud of you!

WATSON AND DI ANA
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dance just a few feet away. D ana Lafferty tries very hard
to hide her disconfort fromdancing with Watson, who is
hol ding a bit too cl ose.

Wat son | ooks down at her and she smiles and acts as though
she’s the happiest girl in the world.

WATSON
So, what do you think of this
crazy famly you' re marrying into?

IN THE WARD KI TCHEN

Cl audi ne supervi ses sone OTHER SI STERS on the finishing
touches on the weddi ng cake.

The Ot her Sisters are trying their darndest to not shove the
cake into Caudine’'s face, she is being so bossy and obnoxi ous.

BACK I N THE CULTURAL HALL ( CONTI NUQUS)

Wat son has cornered an unsuspecting a GUEST COUPLE under an
exit sign.

They | ook around, trying to find a way to | eave gracefully,
as Watson reaches into his pocket, pulls out the slit glasses.

WATSON
Anyway, there was this guy at the
convention gave a presentation on
this here devi ce.

He takes the glasses off the Male Weddi ng Attendee, and puts
the slit glasses on instead.

WATSON
(conti nui ng)
Wear these for six weeks and your
vision is guaranteed to inprove.
Huh? Waddaya t hi nk? You can
see better already, can’t ya?

MALE WVEEDDI NG ATTENDEE
(not wanting to offend)
Yeah, a little better.

WATSON
VWhat did | tell ya?

Wat son takes back the gl asses.
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WATSON
(conti nui ng)
Can’t let ya have these, though.
["11 bring the guy’ s business
card to Church, and you can get
in touch with him

OQUT IN THE PARKI NG LOT

Dan (Ron’s Best Man) and ot her G oonsnen are busy soapi ng
t he wi ndows of Ron’s honeynoon car,

sl ogans on the car, Iike:

"She got hers today,

Laughi ng,

havi ng a good ti ne.

IN THE MEN' S ROOM OF THE WARD MEETI NG HOUSE

sprayi ng nearly obscene

he’s going to get his tonight."

30.

Wat son and Ron are participating in that time-honored Father
and Son ritual: the Shared Taking of the Wz.

Wat son finishes first, zips up, and washes his hands.

Wi | e

Ron finishes up, Watson |ooks in the stall to nake sure they
are alone in the room

WATSON
Son, | ... uh ... wanted to talk
to you.

RON
Sure, Dad.

WATSON

| know | should ve tal ked to you

about this earlier. But ...

hell, it’s about nmen and wonen
and you know ...

RON
Yeah, Dad, | know.
WATSON
Vell, all | gotta say is this.

If you can renenber this, you'l
have a happy nmarriage. As the
man, the priesthood hol der, your

role in the famly is to lead ...

and the role of the wonan toward
the man ... well, that can be
sumed up this way: a woman’s
role toward her husband is to

keep his belly full and his balls

enpty.
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Ron is shocked into silence at this advice.

WATSON
(conti nui ng)
Can you renenber that, Son?

QUTSI DE THE WARD MEETI NG HOUSE

the reception is over and the crowd has forned two |ines
that lead to the obscenely decorated honeynoon car.

Qut of the door of the neeting house cone Ron and Di ana (now
changed into traveling attire), under a shower of rice, into
the car, and they drive away.

CLAUDI NE

del i rously happy, watches them | eave.
THE LAFFERTY CHI LDREN

wave good-bye to the new yweds.
WATSON

stands to the back of the well-w shers, show ng soneone the
wonders of the slit gl asses.

ACT ONE
SERI ES OF SCENES

EXT. WATSON LAFFERTY HOMVE - PROVO

Cl audi ne stands on the porch of a quaint red-brick home
greets the arrival of Watson and her sons (one of which is
Ron so we know he’s back from his honeynoon) in a truck

| aden with furniture.

Ordered bruskly by Watson, the sons fall to work taking
stuff fromthe truck and noving it inside. One of the boys
al nrost drops sonmething and receives a stern | ook fromthe
ol d man.

I NT. WATSON LAFFERTY HOVE / LI VI NGROOM

Cl audi ne, beam ng broadly, directs her sons as to where to
put certain pieces of furniture.

I NT. WATSON LAFFERTY HOVE / HALLWAY

The younger Lafferty children run through the halls, opening
doors, picking "their" roonmns.
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EXT. WATSON LAFFERTY HOVE / BASEMENT

Ron and Dan struggle down the cenment steps with a
chiropractic table. Even though they do a conpetent job,
WAt son, above themon the stairs, continue to berate them

| NT. WATSON LAFFERTY HOVE / BASEMENT

Wat son | ooks at his new chiropractic office with pride,
fl anked by Ron and Dan. Watson picks up a sign laying on a
near by desk, puts his armaround Dan, and gui des hi m out si de.

Ron wat ches this display of favoritismwth festering anger.
EXT. WATSON LAFFERTY HOVE / BASEMENT

Wat son gives the sign to Dan, points at two hooks on the
exterior basenment wall. Dan hangs the sign: Lafferty
Chiropratic. Father and Son gaze proudly at the sign.

I NT. SALT LAKE Al RPORT - DEPARTURE GATE

The Lafferty Famly (including Diana carrying a baby in her
arnms) stands wavi ng goodbye to departing SCotlan m ssionary,
El der Dan Lafferty.

RON LAFFERTY HOVE / PROVO - DAY
TI TLE OVER 1968

Diana is pregnhant. Beautiful and vibrant when they narried
si x years ago, she appears al nost worn-out as she passes
through the living roomstraigtening it.

TWO CHI LDREN runni ng t hrough the house don’'t hel p her npod
much either

The Boy throws a ball through the air to his sister; she
msses it and it hits the wall, knocking a picture of Jesus
askew.

Di ana tosses her dusting rag down and grabs the boy by his
shirt collar.

DI ANA
That is it! How many tinmes have
| told you to not throw that bal
in the house?

THE BOY
(al nost in tears)
[’ msorry, Mmy.

Di ana | ooks up to see:
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Ron st andi ng
hand to back,

Ron | eaves.

D ana st ands

near the door, coat in hand. She stands up,

and waddl es over to Ron.

DI ANA
Do you have to go?

RON
You know Mom When she gets a
| etter from Dan, she wants all us
kids to hear it together.

DI ANA
Way can’t she just call you on
t he phone or sonething?

RON
It’s an old Lafferty famly
tradition. She did it while I

was on ny mssion. | won't be
gone | ong.
DI ANA
I"’mreally tired. The kids have
worn me out. | want to take a nap.
RON

[l be back to take care of the
ki ds so you can get sone sleep

at the door, watching himdrive away.

I N THE LAFFERTY HOUSE / BASEMENT - LATER

Wat son is working with one of his chiropractic patients,

SI STER CARVER

WATSON
You know, Sister Carver, you d be
a lot healthier if you changed
your diet.

S| STER CARVER
Do you have any suggestions, Dr.
Lafferty?

Through a wi ndow, Watson sees Ron’s car drive up, park,
Ron get out and go to the front door.

WATSON
(to Sister Carver)
Try green grass. Freshly cut.
Eat that and it’ Il do wonders for
your heal th.

and

33.
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| NSI DE THE LAFFERTY HOUSE / FAM LY ROOM

Ron has already let hinself in the front door and wal ks into
the famly room Al the other Lafferty children are
al ready here.

Cl audi ne al nbst runs to the door, with the letter from Dan
in her hand. She grabs Ron by the arm nmakes himsit down
in the chair.

CLAUDI NE
Dan, I'd |ike you to read Dan’s
letter to the rest of us.

Ron takes the letter as the rest of the fam |y gather around.

RON
"Dear Fam |’ m havi ng a wonderf ul
time here in Scotland. The work
is hard -- | don’t think "1
bapti ze as many people as Ron
did -- but it is very rewarding."”

I N ELDER DAN LAFFERTY’ S APARTMENT - SCOTLAND - DAY

A nodest place. Pictures of Jesus or sonme Mornon Tenple on
the wall, nmaybe a calendar with nanmes witten in certain days.

It wouldn’t hurt the anbience to have a make-shift bookcase
or two holding scriptures and pictures of the famly.

Dan sits at a cheap table witing while his conpani on makes
| unch in the background. A copy of the Book of Mrnon |ies
open before him

DAN (V. Q)
| find nore and nore that | take
confort in reading the Book of
Mormon. |’ mespecially inspired
by the story of Nephi and his
brot hers when they returned to
Jerusalemto get the brass plates.

Here Dan | ooks at the Book of Mornon, finding his place with
one hand and copying what he finds with the other.
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DAN (V. Q)

(conti nui ng)
| pray daily that | can be as
faithful as Nephi who said, in
First Nephi, 3:7, "I will go and
do the things which the Lord hath
commanded, for | know that he
gi veth no conmandnent unto the
children of nen, save he shal
prepare a way for themthat they
may acconplish the thing which he
commandet h t hem

LAFFERTY HOVE

CLAUDI NE
Oh, I'"mso proud of him He
seens so filled with the Spirit.

Wat son has cone into the roomduring this reading and stands
listening to Ron read.

WATSON
Have you got to the part yet
where he says he’ s thinking of
getting into chiropractic? [It’1I
be nice to have at |east one of
ny sons followin his Ad Man’s
f oot st eps.

Wat son drops that like a bonb at his el dest son’s feet then
turns and | eaves the room

END OF FLASHBACK
AMERI CAN FORK STATION / | NTERVI EW ROOM - 1984

Al'l en stops pacing, picks up an enpty Coke can, and | ooks at
t he Young Detective.

ALLEN
Coul d I get anot her Coke?

Cal dwel | nods his head. The Young Detective | eaves.

Al'l en | ooks at the Coke can in his hand, and then, smling,
shakes hi s head.

ALLEN
(conti nui ng)
Once Ron went on a canpout with
the Scouts. One of the boys had
brought a can of Coke with him
( MORE)
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ALLEN ( CONT' D)
Wien Dan found out, he unl oaded
on that kid |ike he'd had been
taki ng drugs. Yelling and
screani ng that drinking Coke was
agai nst the Word of Wsdom

(beat)

It wasn’'t the sanme for Dan when
he cane back fromhis m ssion,
like it had been for Ron.

CALDVELL
How was it different?

ALLEN
Dan went to Chiropractic schoo
in Chio or soneplace. Anyway,
Dan’s grades weren’t all that
great and he dropped out.

Al'l en | aughs suddenly.

CALDWELL
What’ s so funny?

ALLEN
| renenber a letter Dan wote to
Mom whi |l e he was out of the state.
He told her he was spending a | ot
of tinme spreading the gospel in
the local bars. Mmactually
believed him VWat a twt.

CALDWELL
Did Dan start exhibiting any
ot her strange behavi or?

The Young Detective conmes back in with a new can of Coke.
Al'l en pops the top, takes a swig, sits back down.

ALLEN
What was your question?
CALDWELL
Dan ... did he ... ?
ALLEN

Oh, yeah, yeah. Yeah, Dan got
wei rder and weirder.

I N THE DAN LAFFERTY HOUSE/ G RL’ S BEDROOM
BEG N FLASHBACK
It’s pitch black

36.
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The lights cone on.

Dan Lafferty, fully dressed, is standing over the bed of his
DAUGHTERS, REBECCA, 14, and RACHEL, 10. His hair is |onger,
al nost reaching to his neck

DCOLI NA, wearing a robe, stands in the doorway, watching.

DAN
Come on, girls. Tinme to get up

Dan turns and | eaves the room Dolina stepping aside to |et
hi m pass. She wat ches hi m di sappear down the hall, with a
stony expression.

I N THE KI TCHEN

the Lafferty Daughters sit at the dining roomtable naking
sandwi ches. Dolina waps themin cellophane and puts | abels
on them

Dan puts the finished sandwi ches in a box. He |ooks at one
of them frowns.

DAN

(firm
Rebecca, Rachel, | don’'t know
whi ch of you nade this one, but
you put way too much nmayonnai se.
Dol i na, you should have caught
this.

(tosses it to the girls)
Rachel , unwap this, scrape off
t he excess. You ve got enough on
there for two sandw ches.

DOLI NA
(Scottish accent)
Dan, the girls are tired. It’'s 2
o’ clock in the norning.

DAN
We've tal ked about this before --

DOLI NA
It would be one thing if this
were a |legitinmate business --

DAN
Buyi ng a dammed |icense fromthe
state doesn’t make a busi ness
legitimate! | have the right to
make nmoney any way | want to.
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DOLI NA
Yes, but they' re going to shut us
down if we don't --

DAN
They can’t shut us down. The
Lord is on our side. W’'re
following his | aws over the | aws
of man.

He points to two sandw ches that have piled up in front of
her .

DAN
(conti nui ng)
Now get back to work.

QUTSI DE THE RON LAFFERTY HOVE/ PROVO

Allen is in the driveway, |eaning over into the guts of a
car, tinkering, listening to a portable radio he has pl aced
on the fender of the car.

Super: Ron Lafferty’ s Home. Provo, Utah, Sunmer.

I N THE W NDOW

Di ana stands watching her brother-in-law, disdain on her
face. The phone RINGS and she goes to answer it.

BACK TO QUTSI DE

Ron drives up, parks his truck (with "Lafferty Construction”
on the door panels) in the driveway next to the car that

Al'l en is working on.

Allen is so far down inside the car that he doesn’'t notice
his brother get out of the car to stand behind him

RON
Is that one of those Lafferty scunf

Al'l en | ooks up.

ALLEN
Hey, big brother.

Ron | ooks inside the car.

RON
So what’s w ong?

I NSI DE THE HOUSE

Diana is on the phone.
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DI ANA
(i ncredul ous)
What ?

I N THE DAN LAFFERTY HOUSE
Dolina is tal king on the phone to D ana.

DOLI NA
And he says that we can’t trust
t he nmakers of baby food so he's
started ... he’s started chew ng
up his own food and spitting it
into the nouths of the babies.
don’t know what to do, D ana.

BACK TO RON LAFFERTY HOUSE

DI ANA
Let me talk to Ron. He'll know
what to do.

RON' S VA CE

Tal k to me about what?

Diana turns to see Ron having just entered the house. Before
she can answer, the Ron Lafferty CH LDREN conme running to
wel conme their daddy hone.

They junmp into his arns, he rolls to the rug and rough-
houses with them

DI ANA
Let me call you back. Ron just
got hone.

She hangs up the phone, and stands cherishing this nonent
bet ween Father and children. Ron sees that she’s off the
phone.

RON
kay, kids, that’s enough for
know. Daddy needs to talk to
Mommy now.

oedi ently, the younger Lafferty kids run off | aughing.
DI ANA
(calling after then
Don’t ness up your room
Ron gestures for Diana to join himon the carpet.

RON
Who was that on the phone?
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D ana sits. Ron enbr aces her.

DI ANA
Dol i na.

RON
About Dan agai n?

DI ANA
He’s got the girls getting up at
two in the norning to nmake
sandwi ches for this catering
busi ness he has going. Dolina
says their health is suffering.

RON
Well, it'’s there sol e source of
i ncome at the nonent.

DI ANA
But he’s doing it illegally.
Dolina’s afraid they’'re going to
shut himdown -- and then where
wll they be?

RON
Dan’ Il work it out. He's a very
spiritual man. The Lord |l tel
hi m what to do.

DI ANA
Can you at least ... you know, go

over there and try to talk sone
sense into hin? For D ana' s
sake. For Rebecca and Rachael’s
sake?

RON
(amazed)
You really want ne to?

DI ANA
Hard to believe, huh? | know
|’ ve conplained in the past about
you spending so nmuch tine with
your brothers, but Dolina really
needs your hel p.

RON
Al right, 1'Il drop by there
| at er on.

She ki sses him
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DI ANA
Thanks. So how was wor k?
Ron gets up, noves away.

RON
It was all right.

Di ana senses sonething in his voice.

DI ANA
You sure?
Ron turns on her.
RON
(angry)
Yes, I'msure! Wiat? Do you

think I'd lie to you?

He i nmedi ately realizes he over-reacted, and brings his
anger back under control.

RON
(conti nui ng)
| think 1"Il go over and talk to

Dan now.
He turns and wal ks out of the house.
AT THE W NDOW

the scene ends as it began: with Di ana | ooki ng out the
wi ndow. Ron goes up to his brother, says sonething, Allen
drops his tools and then clinbs into the truck with Ron.

The truck speeds off.
| NSI DE RON' S TRUCK

Allen is silent. Just sits there | ooking out the w ndow,
around the cabin. H's foot hits sonmething netallic. He
| ooks down at it, then back up at Ron.

ALLEN
So how | ong you been drinking beer?

RON
What are you, ny nother? Mny
great nmen in the Church drank.
B.H. Roberts --

ALLEN
[’ mnot judging you. Just wanted
to hear your reasons, that’s all
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RON
Besi des which, does the Wrd of
W sdom specifically prohibit beer?

ALLEN
Not in so many words.

RON
Not in any words. People need to
rely nore on the spirit, anyway,
stop expecting sonme Genera
Authority to tell them what to do.

ALLEN
Makes sense to ne.
(beat)
Uh, Ron, | want to thank you
again ... for taking ne in.
RON

It’s nothing. You re ny brother.

ALLEN
| know that D ana doesn’'t |ike ne
living with you guys --

RON
D ana can screw herself. | want
you to stay there, and so you’' |
stay there. Diana knows her
place. You're ny brother. The
Lafferty boys take care of each
ot her.

ALLEN
So does that nean | can start
wor king with you soon?

RON
| don’t know, little brother.
Construction business is going
into a slunp. | had to |et

anot her guy go today. But, you
know, if things start |ooking up --

ALLEN
Yeah, | know.

AT DAN LAFFERTY HOMVE
Ron’s truck drives up and parks
CALDWELL (V.Q.)

So you and Ron went over to try
and tal k some sense i nto Dan?
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Ron and Allen get out and knock the front door and knock.
Dan opens the door, stands aside for his brothers to enter.

ALLEN (V. Q)
Yeah, but it didn't turn out the
way Di ana want ed.

END FLASHBACK
CH EF JOHNSON S OFFI CE - LATE

He sits alone, sleeves rolled up, tie |loosend, hair
di shevel ed. He stars at the phone. He licks his lips,
reaches for the phone.

A KNOCK at the door and he | ooks up at Caldwell standing in
t he open doorway.

CALDVELL
We cut 'imloose. Looks like his
brothers did it.

The Chief can tell that Caldwell wants to talk, so he
gestures for Caldwell to cone in and sit down in the chair
opposite his desk

Cal dwel | takes a few steps then pracitically collapses into
the chair. Beat.

CALDWELL
(conti nui ng)
How coul d they do it, Chief?
How can two guys | ook in the eyes
of their little niece and ..

He can’t finish.

Chi ef Johnson reaches out, puts his hand on Caldwell’s
shoul der.

ANOTHER DETECTI VE appears in the doorway, holding a report
in his hands.

THE OTHER DETECTI VE
A vehicle matching the
description of the suspects’ car
was | ast seen headi ng east on |-80.

CH EF JOHNSON
Headi ng for Wendover?

THE OTHER DETECTI VE
Coul d be. W’ ve got nmen on their
way to check it out.
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CH EF JOHNSON
Keep ne post ed.
The Second Detective | eaves.
Johnson | ooks at the clock on his wall. It reads ten o’ cl ock.
CH EF JOHNSON
(conti nui ng)
It’s late. Wiy don’t you go hone
to your wife and ki d.

CALDWELL
Okay. What about you?

EXT. WRI GHT FARM / KI MBERLY, |DAHO - M DN GHT

JIMWRI GHT, 40’s, cone traipsing out of the tall grass
behind his farm and onto the cl oser-cropped grass of his
back yard.

He passes by a swing set, a sandbox.

And then goes into the farm house, specifically, the

MUD ROOM

where he kicks off his nmuddy boots, hangs up his gl oves.

I NT. V\RI GHT FARM

Ji mwal ks down a darkened hall, opens a door, looks in to
H' S SON S ROOM

The boy is sound asl eep

JIM VWRI GHT

qui etly shuts the door and pads further down the hall, into
anot her room

IN THE WRI GHT BEDROOM

his wife, LARAE, lies asleep in the bed. QOS., Jimis
getting ready for bed.

LARAE
is wide awake, staring into the night.

LARAE
Ji n®?

Jimclinbs into bed next to her.
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JIM
Yeah.

LARAE
Are the kids all right?

JIM
| checked them They’'re fine.

Jimturns over and is silent.
LaRae still stares into the darkness.
| NT. CH EF JOHNSON S HOVE / BEDROOM

Johnson sits on the edge of his bed in darkness, lost in
t hought. He bows his head, gives a silent prayer.

He turns on the bedside |anp, dials a nunber he reads froma
pi ece of paper.

| NT. WWRI GHT FARM / BEDROOM
The bed-si de phone RINGS once, tw ce.

Jim Wight reaches out, grabs the phone before it can ring
agai n.

WRI GHT
Hel | 0? Yes.

| NSI DE CALDVELL’ S HOMVE

the lights are out, but we can hear the sound of a TV in the
famly room

The door opens and Cal dwell enters, carrying a folder from
wor K.

IN THE FAM LY ROOM

Cal dwel | sees Carol asleep on the couch, the TV on. Johnny
Carson. He stops and | ooks at her for just a bit.

Does he feel any renorse for the harsh words that passed
between themearlier that day?

He turns off the TV and | eaves the famly room
I N THE KI TCHEN
he plops the folder on the counter separating the kitchen

fromthe dining area, opens the refrigerator door, rumages
t hrough sone | eftovers, finds sonmething to nmunch on.
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FROM THE MASTER BEDRCOOM

the light spills out into the bedroom W hear the shower
runni ng. Suddenly, cries from Carol bring Caldwell out of
t he bat hroom throwi ng on a robe and runni ng out the door to:

THE KI TCHEN COUNTER

where Carol stands, hands to her nouth, crying, |ooking down
at the photos that Caldwell had |eft there.

Caldwel |l runs to her, sees the photos, backhands themto the
floor, then takes Carol in his arns, where she coll apses,
sobbi ng.

CALDWVELL CAROL Carol, honey, you
wer en’ t (through her sobs) supposed to see those.
[’ m How coul d sonebody do that sorry. |’ msorry.

Can you ... toa ... baby? That ever forgive ne?
Danm t ! poor little baby! And the I’m such an
idiot! W're not her ... Wat kind of gonna catch
‘em honey -- ani mal s coul d have done we’'re gonna
catch ‘em this?

Cal dwel | noves to pick up the photos and starts tearing them
into shreds, cursing hinmself throughout. This action is
intercut with quick cuts of the photos thensel ves:

a) Brenda’'s throat cut

b) Bl oody footprints |eading down the hallway

c) Brenda Lafferty’s hand-print on the |living room wal

d) The Lafferty baby crib covered in bl ood

CALDWELL BABY' S VA CE
Momy!  Mommy!

Carol and Caldwell’s frenzy is cut short by their eighteenth
nonth ol d standing in the doorway.

Carol rushes to her, takes her in her arns, flashes a
nearhate | ook at Caldwell, then goes back up the stairs with
her child.

Cal dwel | stands watching them|eave, then | ooks down at the
photos in his hand, which he then slaps to the fl oor.

DI SSCLVE TO
ONE OF THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM CI RCA 600 B.C. - N GHT

We find Laman, Lenuel, Nephi (Ron) and Sam (Dan) crouching
agai nst the wall and watchi ng:
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an entrance to Jerusal em where SEVERAL GUARDS stand at guard.

LAMAN
Look, | said |I’'d come back with
you but I’ m not going back in
t here.
LEMUEL
(to Nephi)

How do you know the Lord’|
deliver Laban into our hands?
Laban has fifty nmen under his
control .

NEPHI
Isn’t the Lord mightier than al
the worl d? Then why should we
fear Laban his fifty? Let’s be
strong like Mbses. Didn't he
divide the waters of the Red Sea
and our fathers canme through, out
of captivity, on dry ground, and
the arm es of the Pharaoh did
foll ow and were drowned in the
waters of the Red Sea.

LAMAN
If you re so confident that God
will protect us, then why don’'t
you go in by yourself?

NEPHI
Al right, I wll.

Sam (Dan) grabs Nephi by the arm

SAM
Nephi, you can’t. It’s too
danger ous.

NEPHI

The Lord wouldn’t give us a
commandnent wi t hout providing a
way to acconplish it.

Sam hi des his head in shane in the face of Nephi’s holiness.

SAM
You're right, as always. Forgive
me for doubting you

NEPHI
Now, you all wait here. 1'Il go
get the brass plates from Laban.
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LAMAN
(wi th scorn)
How do you plan to do that?

NEPHI
| don’'t know. The Lord will tell
nme what to do.

Nephi noves toward the:
JERUSALEM GATE

where a horse-drawn (canels couldn’t enter the gates of
Jerusal en) wagon carrying supplies and covered with bl ankets
has just been inspected and approved by A JERUSALEM GUARD

As the Guard di sappears around the wagon, Nephi runs and
hi des hinself in the wagon, which now noves through the gate.

Nephi carefully lifts a part of the wagon covering and waves
at Sam who acknow edges. The wagon then passes into
Jerusal em

INSIDE THE CI TY OF JERUSALEM

and at a safe distance fromthe entrance gate, Nephi rolls
out of the wagon and hides in the shadows between two
bui | di ngs.

Wth the wagon novi ng on, Nephi stands and starts creeping
up the nearest street.

Turning a corner, he hears sounds of nerrinment comng froma
near by tavern. He hugs the wall as a drunk LABAN cones out
of the tavern.

Laban stands at the entrance to the tavern, teetering back
and forth for a few m nutes, apparently decidi ng which way
to go, then turns and stunbles in Nephi’s direction.

And falls flat on his face at Nephi’s feet.

Nephi | ooks closer at the fallen figure and sees that it is
none ot her than Laban, the man who was chasing themin the
first Jerusal em scene.

Nephi performs the actions nentioned in the foll ow ng dial ogue.

CALDWELL' S VO CE (FILTERED) "And | beheld his sword, and
drew it forth fromthe sheath thereof; and the hilt thereof
was of pure gold, and the worknmanshi p thereof was
exceedingly fine, and I saw that the bl ade thereof was of

t he nost precious steel.”

At the sound of KNOCKI NG on a wi ndow.
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CALDWELL, INSIDE H' S CAR - DAY

| ooks up fromthe Book of Mornon in his |ap at Dolina
Lafferty rapping on his wi ndow- shi el d.

DOLI NA
Are you the detective who called?

As he opens the car door and scoots out:

CALDWELL
Yes. Yes, |I'’msorry.

DOLI NA
| saw you sitting out here --

CALDWELL
| apol ogi ze. Should have cone in
right away. Just maki ng sone
not es.

I NSI DE THE DAN LAFFERTY HOUSE/ KI TCHEN

Caldwel | sits at the table, interviewing Dolina Lafferty,
Dan’s wife. He has a notebook open on the table nmakes notes
in it she speaks.

DOLI NA
| haven't seen or heard from Dan
for several weeks, Detective.

CALDWELL
Excuse ne for saying so, Ms.
Lafferty, but you don’'t seemtoo
upset about that.

DOLI NA
| love Dan. | think I always
will. But he hasn’t been |iving
at hone for quite a while. Did
you know he gave ne a bill of
di vor cement ?

CALDWELL
What’' s that?

DOLI NA

I[t’s in the Ad Testanment. A man
could divorce his wife if she
didn’t obey himby nerely witing
down on a piece of paper, "I
di vorce you."

(beat)
If he’s done these nurders, |
want himto get the hel p he needs.
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CALDWELL
| appreciate that.
DOLI NA
Are you LDS, Detective?
CALDWELL
Yes.
DOLI NA

Then you know what | nean when |
say that Dan and Ron consi der
t hensel ves prophets.

CALDWELL
So |’ ve heard.
DOLI NA
You sure you don’t want sonething
to drink? | can give you ice
wat er --
CALDWELL

No, thanks. Go on with what you
wer e sayi ng.

DOLI NA
Just like Nephi in the Book of
Mormon.  They bel i eve they have
special favor with God. You know
that eventually Nephi got in so
good with God that whatever Nephi
said woul d cone to pass.

CALDWELL
I renenber that passage.
Somewhere in Second Nephi .

DOLI NA

Hel aman, actually, chapter ten
Dan woul d quote it all the tine.
"And now because thou hast done
these things with such
unwear yi ngness, behold, | wll
bl ess thee forever; and I wl|
make thee mghty in word and in
deed, in faith and in works; yea,
even that all things shall be
done unto thee according to they
word, for thou shalt not ask that
which is contrary to my wll."

(beat)
Dan had all kinds of weird
interpretations of Scripture.

50.
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She seens to recall something that upsets her. She turns,
tears conmng to her eyes.

DOLI NA
(conti nui ng)
Damm!

CALDVELL
What is it?

DOLI NA
(gat hering hersel f)
| just renenbered ... he ... uh
. he used to quote this other
passage all the tine.

CALDVELL
Whi ch one’s that?

DOLI NA
First Nephi, chapter four. That’s
t he account of Nephi cutting off
Laban’ s head because CGod
commanded himto.

CALDVELL
Um huh. | renenber

DOLI NA
God has to tell Nephi three tines
to slay Laban because Nephi kept

hesitati ng.
CALDWELL
Yeah.
DOLI NA
Wl |, Dad used to say that Nephi
was a -- to use his word, I’'m
sorry ...
CALDWELL
That’s all right.
DOLI NA
" -- a pussy."
CALDWELL

Wiy was that, did he say?



BLOOD BROTHERS / DUNCAN 52.

DOLI NA
Because Nephi hesitated to obey
the word of God. "If God ever
commands ne to kill soneone,” Dan

told ne once, "He won’t have to
tell ne three tines."

A pause, letting the inport of that statenent take its toll.

CALDWELL
| think 1"Il take that gl ass of
wat er now.

Dol i na gets a glass fromthe cupboard, opens the
refrigerator, dunps sone ice into the glass, and then runs
it under the tap, all during Caldwell’s next speech.

CALDWELL
(conti nui ng)
Ms. Lafferty, | appreciate your
willingness to talk to ne. It
m ght help us find Dan and Ron if
you could give ne sone idea of
... you know ... what makes them
tick.

She hands the glass of water to Cal dwell.

DOLI NA
Detective --
CALDWELL
Please. Call nme Gary.
DOLI NA
Gary, if | knew the answer to

t hat
ON | -15
BEG N FLASBACK

A green Chevy I npal a speeds sout hbound, passing all the
ot her cars.

I NSI DE THE CHEVY

is Dan Lafferty, the driver, his brother Mark in the
passenger’s seat. Their long hair and beards give them a
scruffy |l ook, but they it makes them |l ook |Iike the ancient
patriarchs of Israel.

Super: COctober, 1982. Sout hbound on |-15.
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It’s clear fromtheir actions -- watching other cars slip
behind them and smling or laughing -- that they know t hey
are speeding but couldn’t care |ess.

DOLINA (O S.)
Dan was obsessed w th gover nnment
i ntervention in every aspect of
his [ife. He vowed to stop
living Man’s laws and |ive only
God' s laws ...

Mark | ooks off right, sees sonething, points.

MARK
Look. Snokey on the right.

Dan | ooks over and waves at the nman:
IN A H GAWAY PATROL CAR

Trooper LES LANGFORD wat ches the green |Inpala speed by him
clocking it at 72 mles per hour. 1In a flash, he's started
his vehicle and is in hot pursuit.

TROOPER LANGFORD
(into his radio)
sout hbound 1-15. G een Chevrol et
| mpal a, |icense nunmber NCC- 345.
It’s our old buddy Dan.

THE GREEN | MPALA
pulls over to the side, with Langford’ s car pulling in behind.
| NSI DE LANGFORD' S CAR

| ooks out the wi ndow at the green Inpala. Neither Dan nor
Mark nove. Suddenly, the radio is in Langford s hand.

TROOPER LANGFORD
Unit 34 requesting 10-78.

Langford gets out of the car and wal ks cautiously toward:
THE GREEN | MPALA

his hand resting on the but of his gun. At the w ndow, he
sees Dan sitting quietly, Mark next to him Langford
visually scans the car, convinces hinself it’s safe, and
then taps on the driver’s w ndow.

TROOPER LANGFORD
Conme on, Dan, roll down the w ndow.

Dan rolls down the w ndow.



BLOOD BROTHERS / DUNCAN 54.

DAN
How s it goin, Les? Sorry if |
don’t call you officer but I
don’t recogni ze your right as a
government enpl oyee to be a
pol i ceman.

Langford is unfazed. He’s had previous run-ins with Ron and
Ron’s comments are old, old hat by now.

TROOPER LANGFORD
Dan, here’s what |’ m gonna do.
I’ m gonna give you a choice. You
can let ne arrest you right
now --Mark there can drive your
car honme -- or you can sign a
summons to appear in court.

DAN
Les, you know | can’'t do that.
Any citation signed under threat
of arrest is invalid and
unconstitutional .
(shrugs)
Sorry.

TROOPER M KE REES CAR

pul | s up behind Langford’'s car, having responded to the cal
for backup.

Behi nd that, TROOPER C. RAY WLSON pulls up behind Rees.

Rees wal ks back to Wlson's car, and they talk to each other.
Langford wal ks back to join his two fellow officers, but
turns with a start when he hears:

THE GREEN | MPALA

speedi ng away.

| NSI DE THE GREEN | MPALA

Dan and Mark are |aughing their guts out.

| NSI DE TROOPER W LSON S CAR

Trooper WIson sees the green Inpala speed away, but thinks
nothing of it. He sees Langford running toward hi m
pointing at the retreating car. Finally he hears what
Langford has been saying while running:

TROOPER LANGFORD
Get that car
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Now Wl son is galvanized into action. Rees steps back out
of the way as WIson guns his engine, taking off in hot
pursuit, at the sane tinme turning on his overhead fl ashers.
THE GREEN | MPALA

speeds along in the right lane, WIlson's car com ng up

al ongsi de. Dan | ooks over to see Trooper W/I son pointing
toward the side of the freeway.

Dan speeds up, pulls in front of Wlson’s car, and veers
across two | anes of freeway to the inside |ane.

THE SPEEDOVETER shows his speed approachi ng 80 MPH
LANGFORD S CAR

is nowin pursuit also.

ON | -15

Wl son pulls ahead of Dan, wi th Langford behind Dan.

W son forces Dan over to the inside guard rail, Langford
comng to a stop behind Dan’s car

OTHER CARS are screeching and swirving around the three cars.
Langford gets out of his car.

Dan slaps his Inpala into reverse, pulls out into the barrow
pit, forcing Langford back up against the fender of his car.

Dan t hen whi ps around the back of Langford s car back into
the freeway, narrowWy m ssing another car speeding along in
the fast |ane.

Langford hops back in his car as follows WIlson in pursuit.

Rees joins the caravan as all three police cars |ay rubber,
lights flashing, sirens blaring.

FURTHER DOMWN | - 15

Dan’'s car veers in and out of traffic. Dan’'s hands are

| ocked on the steering wheel, and he’s alternating | ooking
at the traffic in front, to the side, and in the rear-vi ew
mrror.

Mark’s turned partly around wat ching the:

THREE PCLI CE CARS

screanmi ng toward them
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For a few seconds, we intercut between scenes of:

a) the green Inpala

b) each of the Trooper’s cars

c) other cars trying to get out of the war

d) 1-15, the Inpala with the three police cars in pursuit
finally ending:

AT THE RI GHT- HAND SI DE OF THE FREEWAY

where Dan’s car conmes to a halt on a steep grassing incline.

W1l son gets out of the car, and wal ks toward Dan’s car, at
the sane tinme renoving his handcuffs.

Dan’s window is partially down as WIson approaches it.

TROOPER W LSON
Do you realize you re under arrest?

DAN
Yes, | do.

TROOPER W LSON
Then get out of the car.

DAN
No, | won’t cone out.

So Wl son reaches into Dan’s car, trying to get the cuffs
on. Dan punches the button on the electric w ndow and
captures WIlson's arns above the el bows.

Before Wl son can extricate hinself, Dan starts to drive
away along the freeway shoulder. WIlson's left armslips
out, the force of Dan’s retreating car slapping WIson back
agai nst the car door. WIson does a sort of sideways hop,
skip, and junp as Dan’s car continues out into the right

| ane of the freeway.

Luckily, WIlson’s other armis freed when this happens, and
he whirls to the ground as Dan once agai n speeds away.

AGAIN, ON I-15

the three officers are after Dan Lafferty. |[If they were
serious before about catching this maniac, they are
fanati cal now.

Every | ane change Dan nakes, the three troopers natch.
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Every car Dan passes, they pass al so.

Every mle that Dan covers, they cover a mle and a half.

It is obvious that ARE going to catch this guy.

I N THE GREEN | MPALA

Dan and Mark are no | onger |aughing. Dan probably realizes
they’'re going to get himtoo. Panicking, he slans on his
brakes, junps out of his car, |eaving the door w de open.

| N ANOTHER CAR SOUTHBOUND ON | -15

A father and his 12-year old son are driving along wthout a
care in the world. The father is watching the road, but his
attention is partially distracted by:

H s son, playing with the radio dial, trying to find a

station that he Iikes. Their conversation is playful
bant eri ng.

THE FATHER
Jason, stop playing with the
radi o dial .

JASON

| hate your mnusic.

THE FATHER
What’s wong with nmy nusic?

Jason | ooks up.

JASON
Dad, | ook out!

The Father | ooks up to see Dan running toward hi m down the
m ddl e of the freeway.

THE CAR VEERS

to avoid Dan and then conti nues on. And Dan conti nues on,

al so. As another car speeds by, Dan |ooks pleadingly at the
driver.

DAN
Help me! Help ne!

Anot her card speeds by in the other |ane.

Dan hol ds his hands out to them
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DAN
(conti nui ng)
Be ny w tness against these tyrants!

Al'l around Dan, cars and trucks skid to stops. And Dan
keeps runni ng.

REES AND LANGFORD

are dodging cars now, trying to get to Dan.

DAN ON THE FREEWAY

now stops running, holds his hands hi gh above hi s head.

DAN
Fat her, pl ease protect thy
servant --

The "servant" doesn’t get to finish his prayer.

He is tackled to the road by Langford, who rolls a few
times, stands, and pulls Dan to the side of the road, while
Rees does his best to divert traffic around the incident.

IN THE OTHER SOUTHBOUND CAR

Jason sits backwards in his seat, |ooking at the comotion
out the car’s back w ndow.

THE FATHER
Jason, turn around. Put your
seat belt on.

JASON
Who was that guy?

THE FATHER
Just sone crazy man

AT LANGFORD S CAR

Langford opens the back door and hel ps a now handcuffed Dan
Lafferty into the back seat. As Langford shuts the back door:

LAFFERTY CH ROPRACTI C CENTER

a door opens revealing a business that has gone to the dogs.
The office is dusty, sone charts are hangi ng askew fromthe
wal | s.

WATSON (O S.)
What. The. Hell.



BLOOD BROTHERS / DUNCAN

Wat son, standing in the doorway, wearing a tie, overcoat,
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and his mssion president tag, the bright Novenber afternoon

shining in the background, now conmes fully into the room

Behi nd him d audi ne, al so betagged and overcoated, hovers
at the threshold, reluctant to enter.

Wat son wanders through the roomw th barely contai ned anger.

He t hunbs t hrough the appoi nt mrent book on the nearest table

to the door.

WATSON
They haven’t had any appoi ntnents
for the |ast two weeks.

CLAUDI NE
Di ana was right.

WATSON
You go on a mission, try to serve
the Lord, and your own damm sons
can’t keep the famly business

goi ng.

CLAUDI NE
|"msure it wasn’t their fault.

WATSON
It never is, is it, daudine?
And who's fault is that Dan is in
jail? Wo's fault is that Ron
has left his wife? Son of a
bitch ...

CLAUDI NE
You don’t have to swear

WATSON
Don't tell ne what | can't dol

Wat son storns out of the room C audine right behind him

CLAUDI NE
WAt son, what are you going to do?
You shoul dn’t get upset |ike
t hi s! Renenber your diabetes!

Wat son, now in the car, barely waiting for C audine to get
in before he speeds away.

AT MARK LAFFERTY' S HOME

all is in chaos. Mark’s young children are crying, trying
to be conforted by their nother and C audi ne.
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Mark, his hair now | ong, too, and Watson are arguing, their
di al ogue overl appi ng.

WATSON
Thirty-five doll ars?
MARK
Yeah, that’s right! Thirty-five
dollars! It was --
WATSON
You |l et the business -- the

busi ness | nmde --

MARK
-- robbery! Wiy should the state
get our noney?

WATSON
-- go to hell in a handbasket --

MARK
|’ mnot gonna pay to let the
state tell nme what | can do for a
l'iving!

WATSON

-- because you didn’t want to pay
athirty-five dollar |icense fee?

(responding to Mark’s

| ast |i ne)
Fine, if you didn't want to
follow in ny footsteps, why
didn’t you just --

MARK
It wasn't that.

WATSON
What was it then? Do you boys
hate your old man so nuch --

MARK
W don’t hate you, danmt!
MARK' S W FE
Mar k, you scaring the kids!
WATSON
If you hate nme that nuch, why
don’t you just kill me right now.
CLAUDI NE

Wat son, the boys don’'t hate you!
They | ove you, they respect --
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WATSON
Don’t nmake ne si ck.
(to Mark)
Do you have any idea how long it
took me to make that business
into sonething -- from nothing.

MARK
You don’t know what it was |ike.
The state was all over us!

WATSON
Vell, I'"'mall over you now

And Watson practically | eaps onto Mark, hitting himon the
side of the face, punching himin the arns that Mark raises
to protect hinself.

This fight sets the kids off anew, and now Mark’s wi fe has
| ost her conposure and cries herself.

Cl audi ne noves to stop the fight, gets a fist in her face
for her trouble, tunbles to the floor. The kids cry:
"Grandma! G andmal!

WAt son stops swinging, turns pale, and falls into Mark’s
arms. Mark gently lowers his father to the ground. C audi ne
is imediately at his side.

CLAUDI NE
It’s your diabetes! You' re going
i nto shock!
(to Mark’s wi fe)
Call the doctor!

WATSON
Don’t call the doctor! 1’ m not
going to a hospital. Ever

Prom se me, C audine, no matter
what happens, don’t ever take ne
to a hospital

CLAUDI NE
But, Watson, they could --

WATSON
Prom se ne, d audine! Prom se
me, danmm t!

CLAUDI NE
You're turning white --

WATSON
Prom se me! Never. A Hospital
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CLAUDI NE
(crying by now)
Al right, I promse. | promse.
DOLINA (V. Q)
I’msorry, Detective. | can’t go
on.

END OF FLASHBACK
DAN LAFFERTY HOUSE/ KI TCHEN
DCLI NA

If you want to know anyt hi ng nore
about that, talk to Becky.

CALDWELL
That’s Mark’s w fe?

DOLI NA
It’s ... it’s still pretty

pai nful to ne.

Cal dwel | gets up to go.

CALDWELL
| understand. Well, you’ve
hel ped ne a lot, Ms. Lafferty.

DOLI NA
| know this will be hard for you
to understand. But, despite
everything that’ s happened, |
still love Dan.

CALDWELL
(beat)
Thank you for your tine.

I N THE UTAH COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Cal dwel | speaks into a pay phone.

CALDWELL
Yeah, Chief. No trace of the
I mpala yet? You' Il let ne know
if it shows up. Good. |’ m gonna
go neet with Diana Lafferty --
she’s staying with her Bishop --
but she won’t be back for another
hour. Yeah, 1’'Il let you know if
| get any | eads.

I NSI DE THE HALL OF RECORDS
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Caldwel | sits at a fiche viewer, stream ng though sone data.
He apparently finds what he’ s been | ooking for:

A PICTURE IN A NEWSPAPER OF A W LD- EYED DAN LAFFERTY

standing in a courtroom his armraised to the square and
surrounded in the courtroomby his DI SClI PLES. The paper’s
dat e: Decenber 23, 1984.

The headl i ne: "DAN LAFFERTY CALLS JUDGE TO REPENTANCE. "
DI SSOLVE TO.

THE COURTROOM

as the picture becones ani mat ed.

DAN
Your Honor, in the nane of
Christ, | demand you do justice
or be struck down!

H's Disciples go nuts, junp the railings and nove toward the
judge and the bailiffs.

DAN LAFFERTY' S FACE
fills the screen as he pours out his fanatical diatribe.

DAN
My disciples will go forth in the
nane of the Lord and put under
citizen' s arrest

IN THE UTAH STATE PRI SON PSYCH ATRI CT WARD

a now weakened Dan, on a prolonged fast, finishes his
speech, but with nuch | ess vigor.

DAN
... all who have violated ny
Godgi ven Constitutional rights.

PSYCHI ATRI ST' S VO CE
Yes, Dan. | read the papers. |
know what you sai d.

Pul I'i ng back, we see that

(1) Dan is strapped into a wheel chair and guards stand at
t he ready nearby, and

(2) the FEMALE PSYCHI ATRI ST sits across fromhim a desk in
bet ween her and her patient.
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PSYCHI ATRI ST
But we’re not going to get
anywhere if you don’t actually
talk to ne.

DAN says not hi ng.

CUT TGO
MEN | N VH TE
March in sl ow notion
Bef ore we begin to recrognize them we

CUT TGO

PSYCHI ATRI CT WARD

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Dan, |’mgoing to read you
sonething fromthe Provo Daily
Herald -- an editorial
actually --and I want you to tel
me how it makes you feel.

(reads)

"Facing such bl atant disregard
for the law, the court should rap
hard enough to di scourage
Lafferty and any of his cult
foll owers from ot her shenani gans
that coul d get soneone killed."

MEN I N WHI TE
mar ching i n sl o-no.
W recogni ze them as Dan’ s brot hers:

DAN (V. Q)
My disciples will go forth and ...

They march up to the gates of the Uah State Prison, which
open upon their approach ..

PSYCHI ATRI ST (V. Q.)
Al right, let’s talk about your
fast. What do you hope to gain
fromrefusing to eat?

Now t hey’ re wal ki ng down one of the cell blocks. As they
pass, cell doors open, prisoners exit

Now t hey’re wal king down the hall |eading to the
Exam nati on Room where Dan is ..

64.
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BACK | N THE EXAM NATI ON ROOM
Dan slunps forward in his chair.

The Psychi atrist, now standi ng above him touches his neck
and announces:

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Dead.

At that nonent, the door to the Exam nati on Room opens and
the Marching Men in Wiite enter.

Dan’s brothers glow, |ike angels.

As they enter the room the Guards standing at the door drop
their weapons to the floor and cower in fear.

They approach Dan’s lifeless body, and | ook down upon it
wi th exaggerated beatific solemity.

The Psychiatrist has noved to the corner of the room where,
t hough al so cowering in fear in the presence of such
hol i ness, she still nanages to curse and hiss at them

When Ron speaks, his voice is anplified, as Demlle m ght
anplify the voice of deity in a Biblical epic.

RON
This is our Brother Daniel and he
has been killed in the house of
his friends. W wll take the
tenple of his spirit fromthis
pl ace and ...

He places his hands on Dan’s head. His Brothers follow.

As they do, the straps holding Dan in the chair unfasten
t hensel ves.

RON
(conti nui ng)
... by the power of the Holy
Pri est hood which we hold, we w !l
raise himunto life, as was
Lazarus of --

PSYCHI ATRI ST (V. Q.)
That’ s not going to happen, Dan.

Ron, and all the Holy Brothers, stop their admnistrations,
and | ook off, presumably at the Psychiatrist, with confused
expressions on their face.

I N THE EXAM NATI ON ROOM
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Dan is sti

The Psychi atr
|1
guards still

i st has never |eft her seat behind the desk.
sitting in his chair, still strapped in. The
stand at the door.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
You're not going to die, and your
brothers are not going to cone
cl ai mthe body and then resurrect
you.

HOVE OF Bl SHOP DAVI D AND CLCE LOWE

Caldwel | sits at the end of a couch in the living room

receives a pl

ate of cookies fromthe matronly CHLOE LOW

Bl SHOP LOVE sits across fromCaldwell in a chair.

She sets the
D ana.

She exits.

CALDWELL
Thank you, Ms. Lowe. | haven’'t
had | unch.

CHLCE

Di ana shoul d be down shortly. As
you can imagi ne, she’s quite
upset at ... everything.

pl ate of cookies down and starts to exit to get

LOVE
She’ s been staying with us for a
few years now, actually.

CHLOE
Ever since she and Ron got divorced.

LOVE

You know, Detective Caldwell, the
Church usual |l y encourages peopl e
having marital problens to try
and work them out, but wth what
was happening to Ron and Di ana --
wel |, divorce seened the only
opti on.

(a beat)
But now it seens to have nade
matters worse.

CALDWELL
M. Lowe, don’t hold yourself
responsi bl e for Ron’s actions.
( MORE)
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CALDWELL ( CONT’ D)
If Ron is guilty of this horrible
crinme, he and his brother Dan are
t he responsi bl e ones.

LOVE
So you haven’'t found them yet?

CALDWELL
We’'re follow ng sone | eads on
their car. W should have them
in custody any time now.

LOVE
| know peopl e are supposed to be
i nnocent until proven guilty,
but --

CALDWELL
| know what you nean.

Both nmen | ook up as:
Di ana wal ks into the room Chloe a few steps behind her.

Diana is in much worse shape than Dolina was. Her red eyes
show she has been crying pretty nuch all day. She’'s tried
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to run a conb through her hair but it hasn’t done nuch good.

Cal dwel | stands upon seei ng Di ana.

Lowe stands and gestures to Diana to take his chair.
She does.

Lowe and Chloe sit in other chairs.

CHLCE
Diana, this is Detective Cal dwell .
He called earlier.

CALDWELL
Diana, | want to thank for seeing
me at what nust be a nost
difficult tine.

DI ANA
Did Ron really do this horrible
t hi ng?

CALDWELL
Vell, we don’t know that for

sure. W& have to find himfirst.
Di ana, when was the last tinme you
saw your ex-husband?
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DI ANA
| can’t really renenber. | know
it’s been a couple of weeks.
CALDWELL
So you woul dn’t know where he was
ri ght now.
DI ANA
Chl oe said they had slit Erica s
t hr oat .

Chl oe touches Diana’'s armto cal m her.

CALDWELL
I’d rather we not get into that
right now, if that’s all right,

D ana.

DI ANA
You know, Ron wasn’t always |ike
this. Dan is the one who
i nfluenced himto do evil. Dan
is the devil.

CHLCE
Now, Di ana, we nustn’t say things
li ke that.

DI ANA

Ron had been a city councilman, a
menber of the Bishopric. And
it’s all ny fault.

She col |l apses in tears. Chloe conforts here.
LOVE

Di ana bl anes herself. She got a
call fromDolina, Dan’s wfe.

CALDWELL
Yes, | knew that.
LOVE
Dan had been acting strangely and
poor Dolina -- well, in
desperation, she called D ana
and --
DI ANA
(interrupting)
And | -- like an idiot suggested

Ron go over and see Dan, try to
tal k some sense into him He was
never the sane after that.
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N WATSON LAFFERTY' S HOUSE - I N PROVO - CHRI STMAS 1982

The presents have all been opened, and the smaller kids are
playing with their toys around the tree.

The Lafferty Wonen are also sitting around with the

chil dren, sone wonen hel ping the chil dren gather up bows and
Wr appi ng paper.

Only the littlest children seem happy as warrants the hol i day.

A CH LD runs up to Diana, who sits with another child on her
| ap, and holds out a brightly wapped package.

CH LD
Monmy, Daddy hasn’t opened his
present yet. |s he gonna cone
hone?

DI ANA
He' || be hone soon. He's

visiting Uncle Dan.

Di ana | ooks at the present, starts to tear up, and hugs the
child close to her.

IN THE UTAH COUNTY JAI L

The Lafferty Brothers are spending Christnmas day with Dan.
Dan | ooks much better now, having ceased his protest fast.
They are just finishing up singing a Christnmas hym.

DAN
Mar k, woul d you offer prayer for
us?

Everyone bows their heads.

MARK
Qur Father in Heaven, as we thy
servants gather today to renenber
the birth of thy Son, we ask that
thy spirit be ever present with
us, that we may gain w sdom that
we may better understand the
m ssion thou hast chosen for us.
In the nanme of Jesus Christ. Anen.

DI SSCLVE TO
STILL IN THE JAIL, BUT A BIT LATER

Dan preaches to his brothers.
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DAN
Way do you think God gave us
Lafferty boys such a strong sex
drive, if he didn't want us to
practice Pol ygany?

RON
Yeah, |’ ve been thinking about
t hat mysel f.

DAN

If the church | eaders had any
balls, they’ d never have
abandoned the practice.

(beat)
So when are you all going to
start? God has already told ne
that Dolina s daughter is to be
ny first pol yganous wife.

RON
It’s about tine we start living
the Lord’ s commandnments in their
full ness. |’ve started by giving
Diana a wit of divorcenent.

(to the other brothers)
Which is sonething you all should
do if you can’'t bring your w ves
under control.

DAN
Ron is right, Brothers. W nust
do all we can to live up to our
hi gh and holy calling as the Five
M ghty and Great Ones who w ||
set the Church aright in the | ast
days.

WATSON, JR
We all need to pray for strength
to live up to our potential,
that’s for sure.

DAN
Ron, you were right to talk nme
out of fasting. | realize now

[’11 need all my strength if
we’'re to conbat the evils of
Satan in the land. And, brother,
the Lord has made known unto ne
that thou art once again worthy
to assunme they rightful place at
t he head.

Ron is al nost overcone with tears.
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RON
Do you all renenber that song
t hat John Tayl or sang when he and
the Prophet were in jail?

ALLEN
"A Poor, Wayfaring Man of Gief."
RON
It made the lowy prison a tenple
so strong was the spirit. | fee

i ke that now. The spirit is
strong in this room

DAN
Come, ny brothers. Let us |ay
our hands on our el dest brother
and ordain himas our prophet,
seer, and revel ator.

Ron hunbly kneels as the other brothers surround him and
begin to place their hands on his head.

I N DAN LAFFERTY S HOVE/ BEDROOVSPRI NG 1983

Di ana and Ron are dressing for bed. At least, Diana is. Ron
i s preaching.

Super: Spring 1983

DI ANA
(flat)
So you want to practice pol ygany,
too, is that what you’ re sayi ng?

RON
Only if you allowit. The true
Principle is that the First Wfe
nmust approve of all other w ves.

DI ANA
| don’t understand this. Wy
aren’t | good enough for you?

RON
It has nothing to do with that.
It has to do with obeying the
commandnents of the Lord. And
the Lord has commanded us to take
addi ti onal w ves.

DI ANA
| shoul d never have asked you to
go talk to Dan. Now he’s
i nfected you with his ideas.
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Ron drops to

RON
(interrupting)
He didn’t infect me! He spoke
the will of the Lord and the
Spirit told ne he spoke the truth!
Can’t you see that?

DI ANA
All | see is a man who seens to
| ove his brothers nore than his
own famly --

RON
My brothers and | have an
i nportant task to performfor the
Lord.

DI ANA
And havi ng sex with other wonen
is part of that "inportant task?"

RON
Way do you fight against the word
of the Lord?

DI ANA
lt’s not the will of the Lord!

RON
You' d better shut up now if you
don’t want to speak bl aspheny!

DI ANA
I won’t shut up

his knees, assunes an attitude of prayer.

RON
Fat her in Heaven, | ask that thou
soften the heart of nmy wife and
hel pneet - -

DI ANA

VWhat are you doi ng?

RON
Hel p her to see the w sdom of
t hese conmandnents that ny
brot her Dan hath brought forth in
these latter days --

DI ANA
You' re wasting your time, |’ m not
going to be intimdated --
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RON
And if she choose not to obey her
husband in all things, cause that
she will be cursed.

DI ANA
W1l you please shut up!

Ron is instantly on his feet and grabs D ana by the
shoul ders, pushing her down on their bed, his face close to
hers.

Her face is a nmask of fear, fear which forces her to silence
and she stair wi de-eyed at this man that she used to know.

RON
How DARE you interrupt me when
I"’mtalking with the Lord! You
child of Satan!

DI ANA
You son of a bitch!

Ron backhands her across the nobuth. Fromthe shocked
expression on both their faces, we know this is the first
time in their married life that Ron has ever hit her.

Di ana pushes Ron off her and gets to her feet, feeling her
i p.
DI ANA

(conti nui ng)
That’s it! Get out! Get out of

her e!

RON
I’11 |eave but not because you
tell me too. In the name of the
Lord, | divorce you. Anen

He turns and | eaves.

A HOUSE IN OREM

The super identifies it: The Farm Oem

BEG N A SERI ES OF CUTS

A truck and a |late nodel car pull into the driveway.
Inside, three of the Lafferty brothers are already there.
The door opens and two other brothers come in to join the

other three in the living room Now, they all have | ong
hai r and beards.
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We see themall tal king ani matedly.
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ANOTHER TI ME, SAME PLACE - no one but the brothers: One of

t hem gi ves a prayer

ANOTHER TI ME - Ron preaches to the others,
vision. They all look admringly at Ron.

AT BI SHOP LOW S HOUSE

per haps sharing a

Di ana is doing wash while WATSON JR.’"S WFE fol ds hers.
Si ster Lowe is taking clothes out of the dryer.

WATSON JR 'S W FE
| just don’t know what’s going
on. They spend all their tinme

t oget her
DI ANA
|’ve given up trying to figure
out .
(beat)

it

Has Watson Jr. nentioned pol ygany

to you?

WATSON JR 'S W FE
| thought I was the only one.

SI STER LONE

The Bishop has tried to talk to
Dan. He doesn’t want to |isten.

DI ANA
He’'s too far gone. At first,
when he gave ne that "wit of

di vorcenment,” | was upset, 1’11

admt. But now |l msort of

relieved. The children are safer

now.

WATSON JR. 'S W FE

Vell, that’s the inportant thing,

isn't it -- the children

ALLEN LAFFERTY DUPLEX / BABY' S BEDROOM - DAY

Brenda sits in a rocking chair, holding her
Erica.

new born baby,

She is obviously a doting nother, stroking her daughter’s
hair, touching her face, cooing at her and maki ng faces.

I N THE KI TCHEN
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Al'l en, bearded with |long-hair, gathers up sone books and
paper.

I N THE LI VI NG ROOM

The HONK of a car horn causes her to |look up. She gets up,
puts the baby in a crib, wal ks out of the room and into...

THE KI TCHEN

where she sees Allen putting his books and papers into a
backpack.

BRENDA
Do you have to go?

ALLEN
I think you know t he answer to
t hat .

BRENDA
| was hoping ... with Erica here
now ... that you d spend nore
time hone --

ALLEN

W’ ve got lots to do. Look
Ron’ s wai ti ng.

BRENDA
Al right, run off to Momy’s
House --

The angry |l ook Allen gives her shuts her up. The horn honks
agai n.

Al'l en gives her one nore stare and | eaves.
| NSI DE RON' S CAR

Al'l en opens the passenger door, tosses his stuff into the
seat and clinbs in.

As Ron pulls away:

RON
You know, you shouldn’t let your
wife treat you |ike that.

ALLEN
It’s none of your damm busi ness.
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RON
Everyt hi ng t hat happens between
us brothers is every brother’s

busi ness.
ALLEN

Look, I can handle it, okay.
RON

| hope so. Wonen are supposed to
submt to their husbands --

ALLEN
I’ mnot going to divorce her, so
lay of f ne!

RON

And Brenda has al ways been the
i ndependent type. |If you don’t

want to, | can teach her a | esson
for you.

ALLEN
Leave her al one. "Il take care
of it.

RON
Good. Cause | can take care of
it, too.

N AN AMULANCE RACI NG THROUGH THE UTAH STREETS

lies Watson Lafferty, strapped to a gurney and bei ng hovered
over by two nedical technicians. |Its siren cuts the night.

Cl audi ne holds Watson’s nearly |ifeless hand and weeps.

CLAUDI NE
Watson, I’msorry ... I’msorry
but I couldn’t let you die.
RON (V. Q)
(angry)

Wiy did you call an anbul ance?
I N UTAH VALLEY HOSPI TAL/ WATSON' S ROOM
Thi s super appears: Septenber 10, 1984.

Wat son Lafferty lies dying in a hospital bed. Standing at
hi s head, stroking his head, and holding his hand is C audine.

Al the adult Lafferty Children are present (exclusive of
their wives), except for Allen.
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Ron continues yelling at his nother.

RON
You know how he felt about
hospi tal s.
CLAUDI NE
He ... he was going to die.
RON
Well, he sure will now
DAN

We can only hope that he doesn’t
know where he is. That alone

would kill him Wat is it with
these Lafferty wonen? Wiy can’t

all to learn to obey their husbands?

All en and Brenda rush into the room

ALLEN
What’'s the matter? |s Dad all
right?

Ron tosses an angry | ook at Brenda.

RON
What are you doing here? This is
a famly matter!

BRENDA
|’mpart of the famly.

DAN
No, you're trying to break the
famly apart.

RON
It’s because of you that Allen
won’t get involved in our m ssion.

DAN
If it wasn’t for you, the five
brot hers woul d be together --

BRENDA
Look, I didn’t come here to argue.
My daughter’s grandpa is --

DAN
Lying in a hospital bed agai nst
his w shes, because you, and your
gentile ways, influenced his
wfe --



BLOOD BROTHERS / DUNCAN 78.

BRENDA
| don’t have to take this --
RON
You’ re not hing but a troubl emaker,

you bitch
Stunned, she | ooks for support from All en.
But Al len avoi ds her gl ance.
In tears, she turns and runs fromthe room
ON A STREET IN PROVO, IT IS NI GHT

and a 1974 green Inpala station wagon is driving along, with
two men inside whom we cannot see.

A police car on a side street takes notices of this car,
then slowy noves out into the street behind it, turning on
its flashing |ights.

IN THE PROVO PCLI CE DEPARTMENT

Cal dwel | speeds into the parking |ot and cones to a stop in
front of Chief Johnson. Together both nen hurry into the
police departnent, tal king as they go.

CH EF JOHNSON
W’ ve got the car, but two other
guys were driving it.

CALDWEL L
Where they invol ved?

CH EF JOHNSON
Not in the nurders thensel ves,
but they were with the brothers
in Wendover. W're closing in on
t hose guys even as we speak.

IN THE PROVO PCLI CE DEPARTMENT

Ri cky Knapp, 23, tells his story to Caldwell, who makes
notes in his trusty notebook.

KNAPP
| net Ron Lafferty in Wchita ...
we worked on this construction
site together

CONSTRUCTION SITE I N WTCHI TA, KANSAS
Super: June 27, 1984.
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It’s lunch-tine. Ron and Knapp, off a little ways fromthe
rest of the workers, share a conversati on over sone
sandwi ches and coff ee.

RON
Ri cky, you' re a good believing
per son.
KNAPP
Thank you, Ron. | try to be.
RON

So what do you think of the
things | teach?

KNAPP
Make sense to ne, that's for sure.

RON
You know, the Lord’ s arranged for
us to neet, so | can teach you
the truth, and so you can
dedi cate your life to the Lord.
Do you wanna do that, Ricky?
Dedicate your life to the Lord,
to do whatever he asks you to do?

KNAPP
Yes, | do.

IN THE PROVO PCLI CE DEPARTMENT

KNAPP
We celebrated nmy call to the Lord
by getting drunk.

CALDWELL
What happened next?

KNAPP
W finally caught up with Dan’s
brother Ron a few days |ater
where Ron wrote this revel ation
in nmy presence.

CHEAP MOTEL ROOM

Wth the SOUND of sem -trucks speedi ng by outside, Ron
stands before Knapp, his armon Knapp’s shoul der.
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RON
Yeah, verily, | say unto you, ny
servant, Ricky, it is nmy wll
that you shoul d set aside your
worl dly desires and travel with
ny servants Ron and Dan, who are
true sons of God, and who are on
a holy mssion in nmy nane. Amen.

CONVENI ENCE STORE - DAY

Dan and Knapp cone running out fromthe conveni ence store
carryhing food in a bag, junp into the green Inpala that Ron
is driving, and the Inpala speeds away.

RON (V. Q)
As ye are ny servants indeed, ye
may take fromthe wi cked of this
wor | d what soever ye shall stand
in need of

A GAS STATI ON

Ri cky finishes gassing up and then junps in the car, which
speeds away. The owner of the gas station cones out,
shaking his fist as the retreating | npal a.

RON (V. Q)
: and concern not yoursel ves
that it is against the | aws of
the land, for they are al
corrupt in mne eyes, thus saith
t he Lord.

AT A ROADSI DE STOP NEAR SALEM OREGON
Super says: Near Salem O egon
The green Inpala pulls into a parking slot. The doors open,

and Dan gets out, running toward the restroom while Ron and
Knapp get out, |aughing, and calling after him

RON

What’'s the matter? Too much beer?
KNAPP

Yeah, yeah, too nmuch drinkin,

that’ s what.
OQUT OF THE RESTROOM
conmes Dan, zipping up his pants. He |ooks off, sees:

RON AND KNAPP
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| eani ng agai nst the Inpala, drinking and snoking. He | ooks
in another direction, at:

A PICNI C TABLE

where LaOREN MONOGHAM sits sharing |lunch with TWO SMVALL
CHI LDREN. He smiles, starts wal king over to her.

AT THE | MPALA

Ron | ooks up fromhis beer, notices Dan nmaki ng his nove on
LaCren, el bows Knapp, who | ooks up.

RON
There’s go Dan, laying up
bl essings in the Celestial Kingdom

LATER, AT THE REST STOP

Dan drives off with LaOGren and her children in her car,
foll owed by Ron and Knapp in the Inpala ...

I NSI DE THE | MPALA

Knapp | ooks at the dashboard with a confused expression on
his face. Ron sees the expression, smnles.

RON
Yeah, it’s probably hard to
understand at first, but when you
fully understand what the Lord
has in mnd for his children --

KNAPP
So, Dan’s married to that woman,
and perforned the cerenony hisself?

RON
Ri cky, he does have the priesthood.

KNAPP
And you and Ron are supposed to
get nore w ves?

RON
It’s called the New and
Everl asti ng Covenant. That can
be your | ot soneday, if you
remai n wort hy.

KNAPP
| don't know. | never had
luck with one wonan at a
, let alone a whol e bunch.

Boy,
nmuch
time
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QUTSI DE A GAS STATI OV CONVENI ENCE STORE

Ron stands | ooking off into the di mnountains on the horizon.
In the background, Knapp and Dan are filling up the cars
wi th gas.

LaOren takes her kids to the restroom Dan notices Ron,
hangs up the fuel punp hose, and cones up to his brother.

They both stand there | ooking off.

RON
|’ ve been getting this inpression
this feeling that we nay have
to re-enter Uah in power with
sl aught er weapons.

DAN
You t hi nk so?

RON
If it’s to be, the Lord wll
pl ace the weapons in our hands.
AT ANOTHER REST STOP

CHI P CARNES opens up the hood of his car and | ooks inside.
He jiggles a few wires, then kicks the engine.

Ron noves into scene, |ooking down into engine al so.

RON
What’ s wrong?
CARNES
Damed if | know
RON
Well, I"mnot nuch with cars, but

| can give you a ride, if you
need to get anypl ace.

CARNES
Thanks, 1’ d appreciate that a
| ot .
(hol ds out hi s hand)
Chi p Carnes.

Ron shakes hands w th Car ned.

RON
Ron Lafferty.
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CARNES
[’ mon vacation with ny wfe,
we’'re driving separate cars? W
got separated, and then this ..

RON
So where you goi ng?

CARNES
| m supposed to neet ny wife in
Las Vegas.

RON
That’ s where we’re goi ng.

CARNES
| lost ny wallet, so | can’t pay
ya anything until we get there --

RON
Don't worry about it.

BACK AT THE PROVO POLI CE DEPARTMENT

Carnes puts down a drink and | ooks at Cal dwel .

CARNES

Sorry, what was it you said?
CALDWEL L

Was there anything ... unusual

about the way Ron acted?

CARNES
| renmenber thinking it was nice
to neet a true Christian for a
change. But | did think it a
little odd that he drank so damm
nmuch.

IN THE BACK SEAT OF THE | MPALA

Carnes | ooks over at a drunk Ron Lafferty, who pours back

anot her

one.

CARNES
How come you drink so nuch?
Christians don’t drink that mnuch,
do they?

RON
Chi p, you renenber the story
about Christ turning the water to
wi ne? And Christ drinking wne at
the | ast supper?

83.
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BACK AT THE PROVO POLI CE DEPARTMENT

CARNES
"If it was good enough for Jesus,
it was good enough for ne."

CALDWELL
And what did you think of that?
CARNES
Made sense to ne, ki nda.
CALDWELL
Go on.
CARNES
It did seemweird to ne that Ron
was ... like ... obsessed with

all the shit people had done him
only he called themineq ...
ini kwi ...

CALDWELL
Iniquities?

CARNES
Yeah, that’s it. He spoke |ike
that a lot. Like fromthe Bible
and stuff.

CALDVELL
So he was obsessed ..

CARNES
He told ne ...

IN THE | MPALA

Carnes in driving this tine and Ron sits in the passenger
seat.

RON
I’ mgonna start taking back
what’s mne, by force if | have
to. |1’mgoing hone to shoot up
t he pl ace.

PROVO POLI CE DEPARTMENT

CALDWELL
Did Ron ever tell you about the
Renoval Revel ation?

CARNES
No, but Dan’s wife, LaOren, did.

84.
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CALDWELL
What did you think?

CARNES
| thought he nust be nuts. W
finally got to Ron’s nonis house

CALDWELL
When was this, do you renenber?

CARNES
| think it was July ...
twentyfirst or sonethin’ I|ike
that. I know it was a Saturday.
Dan had got there a couple days
bef or e.

CALDWELL

Wher e had he been?

CARNES
They told ne he’d been stayin’ in
Spani sh Fork with one of his
wi ves -- LaOren had ki cked him
out by that tine.

CALDWELL
Way was that, did you know?

CARNES
Sonet hin’ about Dan stealin’ sone
noney from her.

CALDWELL
So, after you got to C audi ne
Lafferty’ s house, what happened
t hen?

AT CLAUDI NE LAFFERTY' S HOUSE, | T IS EVEN NG

and Ron, Dan, Carnes, and Knapp sit around the kitchen
table, while O audine Lafferty sits in an easy chair nearby
crocheti ng.

Knapp reads fromthe Bible, the Book of Revelation, 17:8

KNAPP
... and they that dwell on the
earth shall wonder, whose nanes
were not witten in the book of
life fromthe foundation of the
wor | d, when they behold the beast
that was, and is not, and yet is."
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DAN
And who or what is that talking
about ?

KNAPP

The Mor non Church?

DAN
That’s right. Chip, are you
t hankful for all the things the
Lord has bl essed you with?

CARNES
Yes.
RON
We're thankful for all the Lord' s
bl essi ngs.
KNAPP
| " mthankful too. | want to

dedicate my life to the Lord.
Ron | ooks at Dan who nods his head and | eaves the room

RON
Dan and | have been inpressed
wi th your faithful ness. W’ ve
decided it’s tinme to let you into
the inner circle.

Dan cone back into the room carrying sonething covered in
cloth, gives it to Ron. Ron unw aps:

A |l ong sharp knife.

RON
(conti nui ng)
Brethren, this is a sacred object.
It’s been dedicated and
consecrated for a special purpose.

DAN
Sonmeday in the future, when the
history of the world is witten,
this instrument will take its
pl ace al ongsi de the sacred Urim
and Thumm n t hat Joseph used to
transl ate the Book of Mornon.

KNAPP
(a bit nervous)
What's it for?

86.
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RON
The Lord has done much for us,
boys. He’s shown Dan and | the
way out of the satanic Mornon

Chur ch
DAN
Damm ri ght!
RON
But we still have much to do for

the Lord. Satan has put many
obstacles in our path, obstacles
whi ch we nust renove ..

AT ALLEN LAFFERTY’ S DUPLEX

Brenda is in the back yard, wearing her bathing suit,
hangi ng up wash. She | ooks over at:

Her daughter, Erica, who plays in a kiddie pool.

Ron and Dan Lafferty come out fromthe house, all dressed in
white and glowing. Ron is carrying the knife. He holds it
al oft and noves toward Brenda, who, frozen in fear, can’t
nove whil e:

Ron brings down the knife, slashing her throat. Ron turns
to his brother, who stands holding Erica in his hands.

The pool is gone; inits place is a altar nmade of stones and
Dan is dressed in the robes of priest of Levi. He places
t he baby down on the altar.

He now has the knife which he holds high above his head,
then brings it down.

AT THE HOVE OF CHLOE LOW
Chloe is strapped to the dining table. D ana, Ron’'s wfe
stands at her side, crying. Ron pushes D ana aside and
rai ses the knife above his head, bringing it down on Chl oe.
BACK AT CLAUDI NE LAFFERTY S HOUSE
Cl audi ne stops crocheting for a nonent, |ooks up.
CARNES
(beat)
Coul dn’t we just shoot theminstead?

Ron flashes the | ook of a prophet scorned at Carnes.
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RON
No! The Lord said we have to
slash their throats. You do want
to obey the will of the Lord,
don’t you?

CARNES
Yeah, | guess so.

QUTSI DE CLAUDI NE LAFFERTY' S HOVE - LATER THAT NI GHT
Knapp is snmoking a reefer. Carnes is lost in thought.

KNAPP
So, what do ya think? Are they
serious?

Carnes grab the cigarette and takes a | ong drag.
THE NEXT MORNI NG, | N THE DRI VEWAY OF THE LAFFERTY HOUSE

Ron, Dan, Carnes, and Knapp are packing sone stuff into the
I mpal a. Ron, Carnes, and Knapp come out of the house.

The super: July 24, 1984
| ets us know that we are now at the day of the nurders.

RON
Dan, | better go tell Mm what
we’ re gonna do.

DAN
That’ d be a good idea.

Ron goes. Carnes and Knapp | ook at each other.

DAN
(conti nui ng)
Chi p, cone over here.

Chip goes to a workbench where Dan is fixing a shotgun
barrel into a table vise. Dan picks up a hack saw.

DAN
(conti nui ng)
You hold it steady.

Dan starts to saw the shot gun’s barrel. Frominside the
house can be heard the angui shed cries of C audine.

Ron cones back into the garage carrying a .270 caliber deer
rifle and 30/ 30.
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RON
I was thinking of hiding these
from Mom but then | deci ded,
what the hell?

Ron tosses the guns into the Inpala s trunk.

RON
(conti nui ng)
So, waddaya think, Dan, are we
ready to take out Allen’ s first
bor n?

DAN
| think so.

CARNES
What’s all this talk of "First
Born?" \What does that nean?

RON
There’s no greater sacrifice.

KNAPP
| don’t know what you have
pl anned, but there ain’t no
reason to kill no babies. You
can let ne out of this now

Ron stares at Knapp with a nost denonic stare. The
weakerw | | ed Knapp backs down and continues to | oad stuff in
t he car.

Cl audi ne comes out. Her eyes are red with crying. She is
frantic. She goes over to Dan, who is still working on the
shot - gun.

CLAUDI NE
Do you know what you’ re doi ng?
She’s your sister-in-law You're
Erica’ s uncl e!

DAN
Mom you get back inside the
house. This doesn’t concern you.

CLAUDI NE
Doesn’t concern me?

By now, Ron has grabbed his nom by the shoulders and is
pushi ng her back into the house.

RON
We're about the Lord’s work here.
You get back inside now.
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Ron shuts the door on her.

Dan cones over with the sawed-of f shot gun, which Ron takes
and adm res.

RON
(conti nui ng)
Good. We can use this to kill
cops if we have to.

Ron goes over to the passenger side of the Inpala, gets in,
puts the gun to the side.

RON
(conti nui ng)
Here ... watch this.

He grabs the fun, opens the door, whirls, and points the gun
behi nd hi m

RON
(conti nui ng)
See how easy it is? Now you try
it.

Dan takes the gun and gets in and out a couple of tines.
The two Lafferty brothers find this very anusing for sone
reason and | aught their fool heads off.

I NSI DE THE CAR

Knapp and Carnes get into the back seat. Dan gets behind
the driver’s wheel, Ron into the passenger seat.

Ron opens the gl ove conpartnent, puts the unsheathed knife
into it, and closes the door.

RON
Let’'s be about the Lord s work,
t hen.

And Dan drives out of the garage and the car di sappears down
the street.

IN FRONT OF THE ALLEN LAFFERTY DUPLEX
The green Inpala pulls up and stops.
I NSI DE THE CAR

RON

| may have to knock Allen out if
he tries to get in the way.



BLOOD BROTHERS / DUNCAN 91.

DAN

You sure you can do this?
RON

| don’t think I"Il need any hel p.
KNAPP

Are we supposed to do anyt hi ng?
DAN

No. Ron’s going to do this.
RON

Should we call first, to make
sure she’s home?

DAN
No, | don't want to scare her
(beat)
Oh, shit. | feel like doing it.
RON

| don’t want you doi ng anything I
woul dn’ t do.

DAN
To hell withit. | feel good
about it.

Ron takes a deep breath, takes the knife out of the glove
conmpartnent, puts it in a slit in his boot.

Openi ng the door, Ron Lafferty walks up to the front door
and knocks.

BACK I N PROVO POLI CE STATI ON

CARNES
Don’t know what happened after
t hey went inside.

KNAPP
We stayed in the car the whol e
time.

CALDWELL

Al'l right, tell us what happened
after they cane out of the house.

I NSI DE THE GREEN | MPALA

with the Allen Lafferty Duplex in the background. Ron’s and
Dan’s clothes are covered with blood. Carnes |ooks |ikes
he’s going to throw up.
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CARNES
(to Dan)
Take of f your shirt.

Carnes opens a suitcase, takes out a shirt, and hands it to
Ron. Dan takes off his shirt, hands it to Carnes. As he
starts to put on the one Carnes just handed him

RON
W won’t have nearly as much
trouble with Chloe Low. She's a
small wonan. Be a |ot easier to
handl e.

Dan, Carnes, and Knapp | ook at Ron.
RON
(conti nui ng)

But if the old man’s around, we

won't do it.
EXT. 1-80 EASTBOUND - NI GHT
A road sign says: Wendover 27 niles
as the green | npala speeds past.
| NSI DE THE GREEN | MPALA
Knapp drives now, Dan in the seat next to him Exactly
behi nd Knapp is Ron, next to Ron sits a silent and broodi ng
Car nes.

Knapp | ooks in the mrror, sees Ron staring blankly out the
wi ndow.

KNAPP
(to Ron, nervous)
So ... uh ... what happened back
there at ... uh ... at Allen s?

Ron | ooks up, then reaches into the slit in his boot, pulls
out the knife, begins tapping it on his knee.

RON
(flat, enotionless)
| beat her. | beat her bad.

He hol ds up the hand hol ding the knife to show his swoll en
knuckles to all in the car.
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RON
(conti nui ng)
Look what it did to ny hand.
(now nore to hinself)
| killed the bitch. Can’t
believe it.

Leans forward to Dan in the front seat.

RON
(conti nui ng)
Thanks for killing the kid. It
took care of two | oose ends. |
couldn’t’ a done the baby.

DAN
It was easy. The baby was no
problem The Spirit hel ped nme do
It.

KNAPP
(nervous | augh)
Hey, Ron, how d you ... uh ..
how d you guys learn to slit

t hroats?
Ron | ooks nenaci ngly at Knapp.

RON
Oh, we're pretty experienced
but chers.

Dan notices that Carnes had been silent this whole tine. He
turns in his seat, puts his hand on Carne’s shoul der.

DAN

If you want out, you’ re not

i nmpl i cat ed.
IN FRONT OF A ROOM I N A VENDOVER MOTEL - LATER THAT NI GHT
sits the green Inpala. Quiet. A door opens up and Carnes
and Knapp sneak out of one of the roons, get in the car and
drive away.

DI SSCLVE TO

LATE AT NI GAT AT CALDWELL' S HOUSE

A green Inpala is parked in front of the house.
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I NSI DE THE CALDWELL HOUSE

we are seeing things through the POV of an UNKNOMN | NTRUDER;
we nmove slowy into the house, see pictures of Gary, his

wi fe, his daughter, his comm ssion to the Anerican Fork

Pol i ce Departnent.

The | ntruder noves down the hall, |ooks into the bathroom
then conti nues further down, |ooks into the naster bedroom
sees Gary and his w fe asl eep.

EXT. A CASINO | N VENDOVER - NI GHT

The parking lot is filled with cars with Utah pl ates.

W see Ron’s and Dan’s feet naking their way through the
line of cars toward the entrance to the casi ono, where we see

Ron and Dan open the door and wal k in.
| NSI DE CALDVELL’ S HOVE

Turning, the Intruder sees Emly’'s room enters, then noves
to stand above the crib. Emly sleeps soundly.

THE CASI NO

A Nevada State Police car pulls into scene and stops. A
NEVADA POLI CEMAN wat ches Ron and Dan go inside inside, then
speaks into the police radio.

CALDWELL’ S HOUSE / EM LY’ S ROOM

The Intruder’s hand npves into the scene. In the hand is a
kni fe, which noves towards the baby’'s throat.

CALDVELL (O S.)
Nooo!

The Intruder turns, sees Caldwell, in pajamas, running in
slow notion into the room arns outstretched. The knife
conmes again into the frame as:

Cal dwel |, not being able to stop his forward notion, falls
onto the knife ..

and wakes up ...
NOWIN H S OAMN BEDROOM

his eyes open suddenly, he sucks in air, then rel axes as he
reali zes he’ d been dream ng.
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IN H S DAUGHTER S BEDROOM

He | ooks down into her crib, pulls a blanket up over here
and | eaves.

IN H S LI VI NGROOM

Caldwel | sits, staring into the darkness. Beat. The harsh
RI NG of the phone shatters the silence. |Instantly, the
phone is in Caldwell’s hand.

I N THE BEDROOM

Carol HEARS Cal dwell’s car speed away into the night.
PROVO COUNTY BUI LDI NG

I N THE LAFFERTY HOUSE PROVQO FRONT ROOM - DAY - FLASHBACK

Oni as (Bob Crossfield), Barry Crow hers, Dave O sen, and
Davi d Coronado, all nenbers of the School of the Prophets
are seated in the Lafferty livingroomwth all of the
Lafferty Brothers but Allen.

Super: The School of the Prophets. April 5, 1984,

Oni as finishes up washing the feet of one of the other
menbers of the school, when he stops, and | ooks off, as if
in a trance.

CRONMHERS
Onias, what is it?

OLSEN
(reachi ng for paper
and pencil)
It’s anot her revel ation!

Oni as stands, but continues |ooking off into the eternities.

ONI AS
"Yea, verily, this is the word of
the Lord unto the School of
Prophets. I, the Lord, am not
wel | pleased with the efforts of
Ron Lafferty to take over the
School. The School is organized
according to ny will and only I
can re-organize it. Therefore, |
command Ron that he should hunbl e
hi nsel f before ny servant Oni as,
that his sins may be forgiven
him Thus saith the Lord, Amen."
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Crowt hers, O sen, and Coronado of fer overlapping "Anens."
The Lafferty brothers remain silent.

Ron is oddly quiet as all in the roomlook to see how he
will react.

Ron stands, pulling a sheet of conputer paper out fromhis
pocket .

RON
On March 9, | received the
following revelation. | have

already read it to ny brothers,
who all accept it as coming from
God. | will knowread it to the
School. If you are al
sufficiently hunble, | know that
you, too, wll cone to see it as
the Lord’s will.

Starting on Ron, the CAMERA noves slowy in a circle as Ron
reads the revel ation.

RON

(conti nui ng)
"Thus saith the Lord unto ny
servants the prophets. It is ny
wi |l and commandnent that ye
renove the follow ng individuals
in order that nmy work might go
forward. For they have truly
becone obstacles in ny path and I
will not allow ny work to be
st opped. "

I N THE BACKYARD OF THE ALLEN LAFFERTY' S DUPLEX
Brenda, wears a red bathing suit with pink shorts, sits on a
bl anket getting sone sun. Erica waddl es about the back yard
pl aying with sone toys.
RON (V. Q)

"First they brother’s wife and

her baby."
A RI NG NG phone brings Brenda to her feet and ..
| NTO THE ALLEN LAFFERTY DUPLEX
where she picks up the phone.
BEG N | NTERCUTS

between Allen, at a construction site, and Brenda at hone.



BLOOD BROTHERS / DUNCAN

BRENDA
Hel | 0?

ALLEN
So how s everythi ng?

BRENDA
(pl easantly surprised)
Fine. How s everything with you?

ALLEN
Looks like we'll be here at the
site for a couple nore hours.
probably won’t be hone till tonight.
BRENDA
(di sappoi nt ed)
"1l mss you. Erica ll mss you.
ALLEN
My comn’ hone late -- is that
gonna m ss up your karate cl ass
t oni ght ?
BRENDA
"1l have Jean watch Erica.
ALLEN
Wha’ cha been doi ng t oday?
BRENDA
Just sort of lazin around. It’s

such a nice day. Me and Jessica
been out in the back yard,
getting sone sun

ALLEN
You wearing your red bathing suit?
BRENDA
(coquettish, enbarrassed)
Ye-e-e-ah ...
ALLEN
Better be careful. Soneone m ght

drive by, see you in your
swinsuit and go in and get you.

BRENDA
| can only wish. You wanna say
"hi" to Erica? Erica, cone say
"hi" to Daddy...

BACK I'N THE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS

97.
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Ron continues to read the Renpval Revel ati on.

RON
" .. then thou shalt renpve Chl oe
Lowe. "

IN THE HOVE OF Bl SHOP DAVI D AND CHLOE LOW

Di ana Lafferty is sitting on the |living roomcouch, her head
throwmn back, with a wet wash cloth on her forehead. There’s
a knock on her door and she | ooks up with fear on her face.

Chl oe Lowe has opened the door and stands talking to an
excited Ron Lafferty (whose hair is shorter than the present
time indicating this scene takes place further back in tine).

CHLCE
She doesn’t want to see you, Ron.

RON
Just tell her |I’m here.

CHLCE
She knows you’'re here. She told
me she doesn’'t want to see you

RON
How are the kids?

CHLCE
They’ re fine.

Ron stands there for a few seconds, starts to wal k away,
then turns back swiftly.

RON
| hope you know what you’ re doi ng.

IN THE H GH COUNCI L ROOM OF STAKE PRESI DENT RI CHARD STOW\E
We find President Stowe in solemm contenplation.

RON' S VA CE
" .. and then Richard Stowe ..."

FI RST COUNSELOR S VO CE
(the word "Stowe" overl appi ng)
Presi dent Stowe?

Now we see the President’s TWO COUNSELORS, the STAKE CLERK
and TWELVE H GH COUNCI LMEN al | seated around a hugh mahogony
tabl e.

At one end sits Ron Lafferty, hair short, wearing a suit,
only noderately fanatical |ooking at this point.
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President Stowe | ooks up as his First Counselor calls his
nare.

STONE
Ron Lafferty, will you pl ease
st and?
Ron st ands.
STONE

(conti nui ng)
Brot her Ronald Lafferty, it is
t he decision of the Stake
Preci dency and Hi gh Counsel of
the Al pine First Stake that you
be exconmuni cated from the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints for failing to support
your wi ve and for preaching fal se
doctri ne.

BACK AT THE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS

RON
"And it is my will that they al
be renmoved in rapid succession
and that an exanpl e be nade of
themin order that others m ght
see the fate of those who fight
agai nst the true saints of God."

IN THE ALLEN LAFFERTY DUPLEX/ ERI CA' S BEDROOM

Brenda is changing Erica’ s diaper

| NSI DE THE GREEN | MPALA

Dan drives, Ron sits in the passenger side, |ooking out the
wi ndow, Carnes and Knapp sit in the back seat | ooking at
each ot her.

I N THE HOVE OF CLAUDI NE LAFFERTY

Ron and his brothers forma circle, in the mdst of which
Ron bl esses the "instrunment,"” though we don’t hear what he
I S saying.

There are | ooks of great solemity on the faces of all the
Lafferty Brothers.
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RON (V. Q)
"And it is my will that the
instrunent that | have delivered
unto thee by consecreat ed,
dedi cated, and set apart for ny
purposes. And it is my will that
It be delivered unto ny servant
Ron, and I will prepare a way by
which nmy work in these matters
may be acconplished.”

BACK I N THE ALLEN LAFFERTY DUPLEX/ ERI CA' S ROOM

Brenda has just put the Erica down in the Nursery for a nap
when a frantic KNOCKI NG on the door gets her attention.

She opens the front door to find:
Dan standi ng there.

Somet hi ng about his appearance sets her on edge; she hugs
t he door in apprehension.

DAN

We canme to get Allen s gun
BRENDA

You can’t have it. |It’s not even

here. Go away.
Starts to shut the door, but Ron holds it open.

DAN
Where's All en?

BRENDA
Wrking. He just called. He'll
be honme soon.

DAN
Working on a holiday? Wat a
hard worker! You nust be proud
of him working Iike a maniac to
provi de you with all these
mat eri al possessi ons.

BRENDA
Dan, what do you want ?

DAN
Let me use the phone, then.

BRENDA
No. Maybe you shoul d go.
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DAN
Maybe | shoul d | ook around for

nysel f.
Dan pushes his way into the house, slamm ng the door
hi m

BRENDA
Ch, Cod. | knew it would cone to
t hi s!

Dan peers at her. The gaze of a denon.
DAN
It’s not really the guns | was
after.
Brenda noves toward the kitchen.

BRENDA
You' d better get out of here --

Dan grabs her by the arm slans her against the wall.

DAN
O what? You'll call the cops?
The cops can’t protect you,

Brenda. |I'mon the Lord s errand.
BRENDA

Be quiet! You ll wake up Erical
DAN

Shut up! [1’mdoing the talking

from now on!

BRENDA
Dan, if you re upset about sone --

DAN
| said, shut up, bitch

Brenda starts to cry. Dan grabs her by the hair.

DAN
(conti nui ng)
Wwn’'t do you any good to cry! A
bitch’s tears won’t turn nme from
the will of the Lord!

BRENDA
Don’t hurt ny baby!

101.

behi nd
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DAN
Stop telling me what to do! It’s
not your place to command the nen
who preside over you. |If Allen
knew t hat, we woul dn’t be having
this problem

BRENDA
[l do whatever you say!

DAN
Your chance is gone. Nowis the
time to seek vengeance on those
who fight against the Lord!

He backhands her. She stunbles to the floor. He reaches
down, picks her up by the hair. She’s a bl ubbering baby by
NOW.

DAN
(conti nui ng)
You were pretty out-spoken at the
hospital, weren't you? Wat’s
the matter? Forget how to tal k?

Wil e holding her hair with one hand, he hits her with a
closed fist. Wen her head swi ngs back, blood is stream ng
from her nose.

BRENDA
Don’ hur’ ny ba’y!

DAN
Shut up about your dammed brat!

He slugs her, a fist to the side of the head.

She pulls away, and starts for the hallway |eading to
Erica s room

Speaki ng t hrough a bl oody nout h:

BRENDA
Eri cal

Erica starts crying but Brenda doesn’'t get nore than two
st eps when Dan grabs her, again by the hair, and tosses her
like a bag of laundry into the |living room

Her skiddi ng body slanms up against a coffee table, knocking
over a stack of coasters.

She tries to stand, but Dan is there first with his hands
around her wai st, and yanking her to her feet.
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She breaks free and starts to run away, but Dan trips her
and she falls face down on the carpet.

In her bedroom Erica can be heard crying, "Mnmy! Mmy!"

Again struggling to her feet, Brenda notices the bl ood now
stream ng from her face, touches her bl oody nouth, wavers.

She goes down on one knee then stands again, |eaving a
bl oody handprint agai nst the wall.

Just as she gets to her feet, Dan slugs her again and she
spins and falls against the living roomcurtains, then
col |l apses to the floor, taking half the curtains with her.

Dan straddl es her, kicking her first with on foot and then
with the other, alnost smling as she cries out in pain.

Cries of "Momry! Mmmy!" can be heard coming fromErica s
room

I NSI DE THE GREEN | MPALA

Ron, sitting at the driver’s wheel, sees the w ndows of
dupl ex rattle.

KNAPP
Looks li ke you better go help
your brother.

RON
Are you sure it’s all right?

CARNES
Yeah, you should go help him

Ron exits the car

BACK | NSI DE THE DUPLEX

Dan pounds on Brenda, who is |eaning against the front door.
Ron has to push her aside to get in. This action opens her
up to nore blows from Dan, which knock her to her knees.

Ron starts to pumel her al so.

RON
You' re nothing but a |lying slut
and bitch!

BRENDA
Forgive me. | won’'t ever do it
again. | wn't lie anynore. |

need you.
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RON
| need you, too, but it’s too
| ate for that.

And he slugs her again in the face.

BRENDA
Pl ease don’t hurt ny baby.
Pl ease don’t hurt ny baby. 1’11
do anything. Just don’'t hurt ny

baby!
The brothers grab her, toss her against the wall like a rag
doll. She falls linply to the hall floor.

They grab her arnms and | egs and drag her into the kitchen.
Ron pulls out the knife fromhis boot and cuts the phone
cord in the kitchen.

An open cl oset door reveals a vacuum cl eaner. Ron drops
Brenda’ s head, which makes a distinct "thud" as it hits the
carpet. Wth the knife, he cuts off a length of cord.

He goes into the naster bedroom and takes a pillow from
Al'l en and Brenda’ s unnade bed, cones back into the kitchen.

In the kitchen, he holds the pillow over Brenda’s nouth to
nmuf fl e her continued cries to spare her daughter.

Dan takes the vacuum cord and tightens it around her throat,
ai ded by Ron, until Brenda slunps lifeless to the fl oor.

Cries of "Momry! Mommy!" are heard fromErica s bedroom

Ron stands now, |ooks down at the thing he just killed,
breat hi ng heavily, sweat pouring fromhis face, his hands
and cl ot hes covered in bl ood.

Ron turns her over on her stomach, straddles her back, and
hol ds the knife -- the consecrated and set-apart "killing
i nstrument” -- high above his head.

SUDDENLY, I T IS NNGHT ON A STREET I N JERUSALEM

and Nephi (Ron) stands above the prostrate Laban, the
|atter’s sword held high above his head. (Note: as GOD
speaks throughout the next scene, it is with Ron’s voice, as
i's Nephi’s.)

GOD' S VA CE
Way do you hesitate? Slay him

NEPHI
I ... 1’ve never slain anyone
bef or e.
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GOD S VA CE
It s easy.
NEPHI
|’ ve never killed anyone.
GOD S VA CE
|’ ve brought you to Laban so that
ny will can be done.

BACK | N THE LAFFERTY KI TCHEN

Ron is in the sanme position with regards to Brenda as Nephi
was to Laban.

GOD' S VA CE
It’s better that one nman perish
than an entire nation dwindle in
unbel i ef .
| N JERUSALEM
GOD' S VA CE
So go ahead. It’s easy. Just
grab the head by the hair.
Nephi grabs Laban from behind by the hair.
| N LAFFERTY KI TCHEN
Ron grabs Brenda from behind by the hair.
| N JERUSALEM
GOD' S VA CE
Pul | the head back to expose the
neck.
Nephi obeys.
| N LAFFERTY KI TCHEN
Ron pulls Brenda s head back, exposing her neck.
| N JERUSALEM

Nephi awaits the further command of GCod.

GOD' S Vd CE
Now t ake the sword and slice off
hi s head.
NEPHI
(sobs)

l ... I can’t. It’s wong to kill!
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I N LAFFERTY KI TCHEN

A bright light appears in the room illumnating Ron's face.
He | ooks up, off, to see:
GoD

(who resenbl es Ron) standing a few feet above the ground in
a pool of light, dressed in a white robe and baref oot .

GoD
So what about you, Ron? Are you
going to be a pussy |ike Nephi
and refuse to kill soneone at ny
command? Are you going to nake
me tell you three tines?

RON
No!

The light in the kitchen dins, then disappears. Still held
hi gh above his head, the knife starts in a dowward arc.

I N JERUSALEM

Nephi weeps, God is |aughing at him

I N LAFFERTY KI TCHEN

the knife continues its downward arc.

Ron’s facial expression is firm imovable.

Brenda’s head seens to hang linply fromRon’s iron grasp on
her hair.

The knife conti nues downward.
Dan wat ches, off to the side, nystified, yet engrossed.
I N JERUSALEM

God | aughs at Nephi, who, now sobbi ng uncontroll ably, drops
Laban’s sword and col | apses to the ground.

AN EXTREME CLOSEUP OF BRENDA' S FACE

shows her eyes noving behind her lids: unconscious but stil
alive.

QUT I N THE CAR

Carnes and Knapp are just sitting, waiting, |ooking over at
t he house every now and then.
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BACK I N THE KI TCHEN

We see Ron’s body from behind and above. Brenda’s body is
hi dden by Ron’s consi derable bul k. The knife finishes its
arc upward, then Ron pulls it back toward him

The kni fe goes down clean; it cones back up bl oody.

A pool of blood begins to spread out from behind and beneath
Ron.

Ron's face is flushed. He appears relieved, confused, sure
of himself -- all at the sane tine.

He | ooks at the knife in his hands; he’'s never seen this
t hi ng before.

Slowy, he rises to his feet.
| N JERUSALEM

God stands above Nephi, who is now cowering in fear and
conf usi on.

GoD
Wiy did you hesitate? Wy
couldn’t you have been nore |ike
ny servant Ron, who killed on ny
first conmand? Nephi, you're a
pat heti c ness!
Poor, chicken-hearted Nephi sobs uncontrollably.
FADE OUT.
FADE | N:
THE LAFFERTY BATHROOM
Ron and Dan wash their hands in the sink.

They go back into the kitchen, making a w de arc around
Brenda’ s body.

They wi pe their hands and the knife on the kitchen curtains
and wal k out the back door.

DI SSCLVE TO
A VERY VWH TE SCREEN

whi ch, as we PULL BACK, turns out to be one of a whol e bunch
of white fruit hanging froma beautiful tree.
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Lehi (this tine, it is Caldwell in the Lehi garb) pulls off
a piece of fruit and takes a bite of it. W can tell by his
expression that it is indeed delicious. He |ooks around, as
if he’s | ost sonebody and noti ces:

SARI AH (Cal dwel | s Wfe) and Em |y wal king toward him hands
reaching for the fruit, which Lehi gives them They take
the fruit and the three of themenjoy its taste together.
Looki ng of f, Lehi noti ces:

LAVAN AND LEMUEL

(Ron and Dan Lafferty) struggling along a path that |eads to
the tree, while holding onto a handrail that parallels the
path. Suddenly, their grip | oosens and they slip and fal

of f into:

A RUSHI NG RI VER
whi ch receives their scream ng bodi es and washes them upstream

BACK AT THE TREE, Lehi turns away fromthis awful scene.
Sariah of fers himanother piece of fruit. He takes it,
smles.

IN CALDWELL' S LI VI NG ROOM

Caldwel | sits before a lit fireplace, reading the Book of
Mornmon. We hear the last few lines of the story he has been
r eadi ng.

CALDWELL’ S VA CE
"And the fruit of the tree was
exceedi ng white..."

Cal dwel | | ooks up to see:

Carol standing in the doorway in night gown. She crosses to
him puts her arns around himfrom behind, kisses himon the
neck. He indicates the Book of Mdirnon he d been readi ng.

CALDWELL
| just had to read sonething
positive out of this book before
| went nuts.
(beat)
Carol, | want to --

Emly CRIES in another room

Cal dwel | cl oses and puts down the Book of Mornon on an end
tabl e and goes with Carol into:
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EMLY S ROOM

where Emily stands up, hands on the railing, crying softly.
Cal dwel | goes to her, takes her in his arnms, pats her on the
back.

He sits in a nearby rocking chair, and begins to rock Emly,
while gently singing to her.

Carol joins Caldwell and Emly at the rocking chair. A
beat. She kneels, puts her head in Caldwell’s | ap.

FADE QUT.
THE END



